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President

S t e v e  K i r k

Last month I flew over the 
Great Plains on my way to 
the National Convention in 
Denver. My thoughts turned 
to imagining them covered 
with buffalo. That would 
be a sight! That sent me to 
doing some research. 

On July 4, 1882 - The “Last 
Great Buffalo Hunt” began 
on Indian reservation lands 
near Hettinger, North 
Dakota as 2,000 Teton Sioux 

Indians in full hunting regalia killed about 5,000 buffalo. 
By this time, most of the estimated 60-75 million buffalo 
in America had been killed by white hunters who usually 
took the hides and left the meat to rot. By 1883, the last 
of the free-ranging buffalo were gone.

There were millions, then history blinked an eye and 
there were nearly none. White men had killed the bison 
by the scores of millions, and it had been 15 years since 
any had been seen in Dakota Territory.

When a great herd of 50,000 of them returned, no 
one fully grasped that these were among the last of 
the last. Standing Rock Sioux agent James McLaughlin 
rode out with 2,000 Sioux, starting from Fort Yates and 
marching west for days, before encountering a herd so 
huge it blackened the great buttes and grassy hills near 
Hiddenwood Creek.

The Sioux killed 5,000 bison in two days. It would be 
one of the last times the tribe would ever hunt, skin, 
preserve and ceremoniously eat the animal in the old 
traditional way. One homesteader later reported bison 
bones so thick on the upper reaches of Hiddenwood 
Creek that he couldn’t break up the land without first 
stacking them like rock piles. The bones remained until 
World War I, when they were shipped out by rail to help 
with the war effort. 

There were two other “great buffalo hunts.” One was in 
1881, near Slim Buttes southwest of Hettinger and the 
final hunt was in 1883.

All but the very last bison in Dakota Territory, or 
anywhere on the continent, were killed south of 
Hettinger by a hunting party of Sitting Bull and about 
1,000 Standing Rock Sioux. William Hornaday of the 
Smithsonian Institute made a bison census in 1889. 
He reported that of the estimated 60 million bison 
once in North America, only 1,091 still remained.

Before the introduction of horses, bison were herded 
into large chutes made of rocks and willow branches 
and trapped in a corral called a buffalo pound and then 
slaughtered or stampeded over cliffs, called buffalo 
jumps. Both pound and jump archaeological sites are 
found in several places in the U.S. and Canada. In the 
case of a jump, large groups of people would herd the 
bison for several miles, forcing them into a stampede 
that drove the herd over a cliff. 

Horses taken from the Spanish were well-established 
in the nomadic hunting cultures by the early 1700s, 
and indigenous groups once living east of the Great 
Plains moved west to hunt the larger bison population. 
Intertribal warfare forced the Cheyenne to give up 
their cornfields at Biesterfeldt village and eventually 
cross west of the Missouri and become the well-known 
horseback buffalo hunters. In addition to using bison for 
themselves, these indigenous groups also traded meat 
and robes to village-based tribes. 

A good horseman could easily lance or shoot enough 
bison to keep his tribe and family fed, as long as a herd 
was nearby. The bison provided meat, leather, and 
sinew for bows. 

A fast hunting horse would usually be spared and 
first mounted near the bison. The hunter rode on a 
pack horse until then. Hunters with few horses ran 
besides the mount to the hunting grounds. Accidents, 
sometimes fatal, happened from time to time to both 
rider and horse. 

However, a fellow named Mann, has a theory and 
discussed the evidence that Native Americans not only 
created (by selective use of fire) the large grasslands 
that provided the bison’s ideal habitat but also kept the 
bison population regulated. In this theory, it was only 
when the original human population was devastated 
by wave after wave of epidemic (from diseases of 
Europeans) after the 16th century that the bison herds 
propagated wildly. In such a view, the seas of bison 
herds that stretched to the horizon were a symptom of 
an ecology out of balance, only rendered possible by 
decades of heavier-than-average rainfall. Bison were the 
most numerous single species of large wild mammal on 
Earth.

Which leads me back to my opening statement, 
seeing the buffalo from horizon to horizon, would be 
marvelous. 



World War I began in July of 1914.  
During the conflict, Germany, Austria-
Hungary, Bulgaria and the Ottoman 
Empire (the Central Powers) fought 
against Great Britain, France, Russia, 
Italy, Romania, Japan and the United 
States (the Allied Powers). Thanks 
to new military technologies and the 
horrors of trench warfare, World War I 
saw unprecedented levels of carnage and 
destruction. Once the war was over and 
the Allied Powers claimed victory, more 
than 19 million people—soldiers and 
civilians alike—were dead.

At the outbreak of fighting in 1914, 
the United States remained on the 

sidelines of World War I, adopting the policy of neutrality favored by 
President Woodrow Wilson while continuing to engage in commerce 
and shipping with European countries on both sides of the conflict. 
Neutrality, however, was increasing difficult to maintain in the face 
of Germany’s unchecked submarine aggression against neutral ships, 
including those carrying passengers. In 1915, Germany declared the 
waters surrounding the British Isles to be a war zone, and German 
U-boats sunk several commercial and passenger vessels, including 
some U.S. ships.

American public opinion against Germany changed at the sinking 
by U-boat of the British ocean liner Lusitania—traveling from New 
York to Liverpool, England with hundreds of American passengers 
onboard—in May 1915. In February 1917, Congress passed a $250 
million arms appropriations bill intended to make the United States 
ready for war. Germany sunk four more U.S. merchant ships the 
following month, and on April 2, 1917 Woodrow Wilson appeared 
before Congress and called for a declaration of war against Germany.

World War I took the lives of more than 9 million soldiers; 21 million 
more were wounded. Civilian casualties caused indirectly by the war 
numbered close to 10 million. The two nations most affected were 
Germany and France, each of which sent some 80 percent of their male 
populations between the ages of 15 and 49 into battle.

The war brought about massive social upheaval, as millions of women 
entered the workforce to support men who went to war, and to replace 
those who never came back. The first global war also helped to 
spread one of the world’s deadliest global pandemics, the Spanish flu 
epidemic of 1918, which killed an estimated 20 to 50 million people.

World War I has also been referred to as “the first modern war.” 
Many of the technologies we now associate with military conflict—
machine guns, tanks, aerial combat and radio communications—were 
introduced on a massive scale during World War I. The severe effects 
that chemical weapons such as mustard gas and phosgene had on 
soldiers and civilians during World War I galvanized public and 
military attitudes against their continued use. The Geneva Convention 
agreements, signed in 1925, restricted the use of chemical and 
biological agents in warfare, and remains in effect today.

When World War I broke out across Europe in 1914, President 
Woodrow Wilson proclaimed the United States would remain neutral, 
and many Americans supported this policy of nonintervention. 
However, President Wilson demanded that the Germans stop 
unannounced submarine warfare, although he didn’t believe the U.S. 
should take military action against Germany. Some Americans 
disagreed with this nonintervention policy, including former 
president Theodore Roosevelt, who criticized Wilson and 
advocated for going to war. Roosevelt promoted the Preparedness 
Movement, whose aim was to persuade the nation it must get 

ready for war.  To appease Roosevelt and his followers, Wilson signed 
the National Defense Act in June of 1916, expanding the Army and 
the National Guard, and in August, the president signed legislation 
designed to significantly strengthen the Navy. Campaigning on the 
slogans “He Kept Us Out of War” and “America First,” Wilson was 
elected to a second term in the White House in November 1916. 

However, public opinion about neutrality started to change when 
on May 7, 1915, a German submarine sank the British ocean liner 
Lusitania, resulting in the deaths of nearly 1,200 people, including 
128 Americans. The incident strained diplomatic relations between 
Washington and Berlin and helped turn public opinion against 
Germany. In March 1916, a German U-boat torpedoed a French 
passenger ship, the Sussex, killing dozens of people, including several 
Americans. Afterward, the U.S. threatened to cut diplomatic ties 
with Germany. In response, the Germans issued the Sussex pledge, 
promising to stop attacking merchant and passenger ships without 
warning. However, on January 31, 1917, the Germans reversed course, 
announcing they would resume unrestricted submarine warfare, 
reasoning it would help them win the war before America, which was 
relatively unprepared for battle, could join the fighting on behalf of the 
Allies. In response, the U.S. severed diplomatic ties with Germany on 
February 3, 1917. During February and March, German U-boats sank 
a series of U.S. merchant ships, resulting in multiple casualties. 

Meanwhile, in January 1917, the British intercepted and deciphered an 
encrypted message from German Foreign Minister Arthur Zimmerman 
to the German minister to Mexico, Heinrich von Eckhart. The so-
called Zimmerman telegram proposed an alliance between Germany 
and Mexico—America’s southern neighbor—if America joined the 
war on the side of the Allies. As part of the arrangement, the Germans 
would support the Mexicans in regaining the territory they’d lost 
in the Mexican-American War—Texas, New Mexico and Arizona. 
Additionally, Germany wanted Mexico to help convince Japan to come 
over to its side in the conflict. The British gave President Wilson the 
Zimmerman telegram on February 24, 1917 and on March 1, 1917 the 
U.S. press reported on its existence. The American public was outraged 
by the news of the Zimmerman telegram and it, along with Germany’s 
resumption of submarine attacks, helped lead to the U.S. to join the 
war. And on April 2, 1917, Wilson went before a special joint session 
of Congress and asked for a declaration of war against Germany, 
stating: “The world must be made safe for democracy.” 

On April 4, 1917 the Senate voted 82 to 6 to declare war. Two days 
later, on April 6, 1917 the House of Representatives voted 373 to 50 in 
favor of adopting a war resolution against Germany. At the time it was 
only the fourth time Congress had declared war; the others were the 
War of 1812, the War with Mexico in 1846 and the Spanish-American 
War of 1898.

In early 1917, the U.S. Army had just 133,000 members. That May, 
Congress passed the Selective Service Act, which reinstated the draft 
for the first time since the Civil War and led to some 2.8 million men 
being inducted into the U.S. military by the end of the Great War. 
Around 2 million more Americans voluntarily served in the armed 
forces during the conflict.

The first U.S. infantry troops arrived on the European continent in 
June 1917; in October, the first American soldiers entered combat, in 
France. That December, the U.S. declared war against Austria-Hungary 
(America never was formally at war with the Ottoman Empire or 
Bulgaria). 

When the war concluded in November 1918, with a victory for the 
Allies, more than 2 million U.S. troops had served at the Western 
Front in Europe, and more than 50,000 of them had died.
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Here are 
some of our 
awesome 

volunteers 
for the 2019 
Annual Jerry 
Dugan Golf 
Tournament

Volunteers



5 t h  A n n u a l  J e r r y  D u g a n  M e m o r i a l  C h a r i t y  G o l f  To u r n a m e n t 5 t h  A n n u a l  J e r r y  D u g a n  M e m o r i a l  C h a r i t y  G o l f  To u r n a m e n t 



Thanks for your 

support
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All-In Construction is a locally owned and operated General Contractor that 
specializes in residential remodeling. We are focused on our veteran and 

disabled communities to help renovate their homes in a way that works best 
to suit their needs. 

License CGC 1516577 | VA Contractor No. 09995
www.allinconstruction.com | 407-260-0018 | 275 Hunt Park Cove Longwood, FL 32750

Scott Bowling
HomeBridge Financial Services, Inc.
Area Manager, Mortgage Loan Originator, NMLS #394038
o: 321.214.5473  c: 321.217.3803  
sbowling@homebridge.com
www.HomeBridge.com/scottbowling

Nate Lyon
All In Construction
407.509.5681 
www.allinconstruction.com
info@allinconstruction.com

Buy and Repair a Home with 
a Zero-Down* VA Loan!

*100% financing up to county loan limits available on purchase loans. Minimum FICO score requirements apply. **Minor remodeling that does not involve structural 
repairs is allowed. Any repair or improvement requiring a work schedule longer than 3 months is not eligible. Other restrictions may apply.

HomeBridge Financial Services, Inc.; Corporate NMLS ID #6521 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org); 194 Wood Avenue South, 9th Floor, Iselin, NJ 08830; (866) 933-6342.  
Florida Mortgage Lender Servicer License #MLD1222.  Branch address: 500 Winderley Place, Suite 112, Maitland, Florida 32751.  Branch NMLS #864792.  This is not an 
offer for extension of credit or a commitment to lend.  06/2017 Rev.06.01.18 (0518-2448) LR 2018-373

Looking to buy a home, but everything in your price range is in need of some 
improvements or upgrades to make it just right? The VA Renovation Loan** is a 
solution you can use to both buy and improve your new home. Not only do you get the 
full benefits of a zero-down VA loan, but you can include up to $35,000 total renovation 
cost for improvements.
Having the right team for your renovation can make all the difference! Call today if 
you have any questions about using your VA benefit for a renovation loan.



The National Parks & Federal Recreation Lands Access Pass
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The National Parks & Federal Recreation Lands Access Pass
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 • Huge Selection of New 
Wheelchair Vans

 • Huge Selection of Used 
Wheelchair Vans

 • Re-Purchase Program on All 
Vehicles

 • Financing Available Through 
National Banks

 • Platinum Plus Warranty on All 
Vehicles 

 • Trade-Ins Accepted - Any Make 
Any Model

4401 EDGEWATER DR. 
ORLANDO, FL  32804

www.wheelchairvansofflorida-orlando.com
407-751-4158

Sales • Rentals • Service

 • Full Service By ASE/M.S.E. 
Certified Mechanics

 • Wheelchair Van Rentals Available

 • We Buy Wheelchair Vans
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Your donated vehicle can go far in 
helping severely injured veterans 
Donations are sold at auction with 
proceeds going toward programs and 
services for veterans and their families. 
You may also receive a tax break, too! 

WheelsHelpingWarriors.org    866-204-4548

 GIFT YOUR OLD
WHEELS FOR GOOD. 

 

It is that time of the year again! Time to nominate 
and elect officers and board members for the coming 
PVACF Year. We have two open board positions, Ken 
Weas will be rotating off the board. However, he can 
be nominated for re-election and can serve again, if 
elected. The board positions are for three years (2020-
2022).  Nominees must be certified members of the 
Paralyzed Veterans of America Central Florida Chapter. 
Nominations will be received in June and July by email, 
calling the office or at a board meeting. Only chapter 
members can make nominations. Ballots will be mailed 
in August and an ad hoc committee will count returned 
ballots in early September. Those newly elected will be 
inducted at the September board meeting and will take 
office October 1, 2019. Please note the requirements for 
nominations for board membership as per the Policies 
and Procedures of the PVA Central Florida Chapter;
“Any voting member running for Chapter Office must 
be certified through the National PVA Secretary prior 
to being placed on the official ballot. The certification 
process includes proof of citizenship, proof of Active 
Duty Service in the Armed Forces and Character of 
Discharge other than Dishonorable (DD 214), and 
medical proof of Spinal Cord Injury or Disease. 
Documents are to be submitted to the CFPVA Secretary 

for review and examination before they are forwarded 
to the National PVA Secretary for member certification. 
Any prospective Board Member or Officer is required 
to attend six (6) meetings prior to submitting his/
her name to run for a potential Board membership or 
officer position. A prospective Board Member/Officer 
may excuse themselves from two (2) meetings due to 
serious medical complications. These conditions will 
apply for each fiscal year. Those desiring office should 
have a working understanding of the Chapter’s Bylaws, 
Policies and Procedures, and the eight mandated 
programs required by National. The materials will be 
made available.”
This year we need to elect the executive offices of 
President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. 
These positions are for two-year terms. Nominations 
are being accepted now. If you are interested in 
nominating yourself or someone else, you may do so by 
sending an email to johnd@pvacf.org, calling the office 
or making the nomination at a board meeting. The 
next scheduled board meeting is July 25, 2019.  Job 
descriptions for each of these positions can be found 
on the chapter website at www.pvacf.org. Go to About 
Us, then Policies and Procedures, then Governance and 
scroll down to each position.

Board Elections
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July Sports and 
Recreation Happenings 
at the Central Florida 
PVA

The PVA Central 
Florida Chapter has 10 
Athletes participating 
in the 39th Annual 
National Wheelchair 
Games in Louisville, 
Kentucky, July 11-
16.  Jimmy Green, 
Johnnie Alexander, 
Mary Redding ,David 
Roundtree, Steve Kirk, 
Daniel Guppenberger, 

Glenn Fritz (Ike), Ashley Williams, and Timothy Wolfe.  

These veterans will join 700 other veterans from 
around the country and compete in Air Rifle, Archery, 
Trap Shoot, Swimming, Basketball, Softball, Boccia, 
Bowling, Table Tennis, Motorized Slalom, Slalom, Track 
and Field Events, Cycling, Golf, Nine ball and will 
defend our TEAM RELAY title!

The Team relay this year will be Bench Press by 
Mary Redding, Sled Pull with Steve Kirk, Laser Rifle 
with David Roundtree, Rock Climbing with Johnnie 
Alexander and Shot Put by Tim Wolfe. 

Florida Disabled Anglers Report 6-6-2019 by PVA 
member Brian Terwilliger
The Florida Disabled bass anglers and board thank the 
PVACF chapter for supporting our endeavors to get 
people back to fishing in this competitive sport. The 
schedule for the rest of 2019 and full results will be 
posted on this site. https://www.bassclubflorida.com/fda-
schedule-results.html  

The last three tournaments of 2019 will be held 
September thru November. The FDA annual meeting 
is held every January when all dates and locations are 
planned. 

All disabled Veterans are welcome to join at any time.  
You can join and participate for any tournament as 
either a boat partner or disabled angler.  These are 
fun tournaments because of the friendships made and 
information on fishing shared with other participants.

Mike Laws is leading the partners division and has a 
big bass weighing 8.95 pounds. Kris Carver has a slim 
lead in the disabled anglers and Brian has a big bass 
weighing 8.27 pounds.  The competition is fierce!

PVACF is NOW a Strava Club!  Attention ALL Hand 
Cyclists!  Download the APP and start tracking your 
activity and sharing it with other PVA members. Strava 
is the social network for athletes – a huge global 
community.  This will allow us to keep track of the 
successes of our team. It’s a free and easy process. 
 1. Go to www.strava.com
 2. Register as an athlete. 
 3. Search for “PVA Central Florida” team.
 4. Request to join team
 5.  Search for “Paralyzed Veterans of America 

Racing and Fitness” team.
 6. Request to join team

L i e s l  B e g n u a d

Sports

Ken Carter member of the Central Florida Chapter 
won his second back to back shot to  the BASS 
Federation Championship to be held on lake Hartwell 
in South Carolina in November.  This is the most 
prestigious award in fishing by the PVA. This year was 
a very close race with Kirt Glass from the Georgia 
chapter. The Federation Championship is a way to 
get to the Bassmasters Classic and fish for the $500K 
against the top anglers in the world. The way Ken won 
this spot was he fished the PVA Bass Tour this year 
and finished 1st. place as a PVA member this year. Last 
year he won the Angler of The Year title. Good Luck 
Ken hope to see you at the Bassmasters Classic....
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Farewell

Did You Know?

I would like to say farewell to 

Erin Sellers, SCI Coordinator 

at the Gainesville VA Medical 

Center as of June 4, 2019.  Erin 

has dedicated over 5 years of 

service to our members without 

hesitation and compassion.  She 

has relocated to the Richmond VA 

Medical Center to work in Poly 

Trauma Department.  She will be 

missed.

At this present time there is no 

replacement and the position is 

being covered by Mr. Warren 

McCluney at the VA Medical 

Center in Lake City.  

If you have any questions please 

contact Robert the SCI Nurse in 

Gainesville with medical issues 

and he will get your questions 

answered.

I was able to take time from my 

vacation to stop by Erin’s office 

and present her with a plaque 

from the Chapter.

SHE WILL BE MISSED.

E a r n e s t  H i l l  S r .  N S O
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Government Relations Webinar 

The VA MISSION Act  

Implementation of the Department of Veterans 

Affairs 

New Community Care Program

Questions and Answers

Question 1: Is Veteran-Directed Care under the 

Community Care Program? 

Response: Yes. According to VA, veteran-directed care 

is part of the Community Care Program. It currently 

uses Choice Provider Agreements which will transition 

to Veteran Care Agreements.

Question 2: If a veteran wants care in another state 

because she/he feels a diagnosis can’t be made in 

regards to a medical condition, how will that get 

addressed? 

Response: According to VA, it depends on the best 

clinical decision for that care. If the out of state 

provider is the only one available, that might be the 

choice. But if there are providers closer that can 

provide the service, the veteran would need to select a 

closer provider because the ones further away would 

not be considered accessible within the context of the 

regulation. 

Question 3: How are consults for continued therapy 

being reviewed? For example, therapy that began 

last month, but needs to be continued, who does the 

veteran contact for renewal? 

Response: According to VA, veterans should work 

through their provider who would request the 

additional services through VA.

Question 4: Will VA be required to release a veterans’ 

sensitive information to third party insurance carriers?

Response: As a result of the VA MISSION Act of 

2018, VA no longer requires a veterans’ permission 

to bill their health insurance carrier for health care 

related to a sensitive diagnosis. As outlined in 38 

U.S.C. §7332-protected information, a sensitive 

diagnosis includes drug or alcohol abuse, alcoholism, 

HIV/HIV testing, and sickle cell anemia. VA provided 

a one-time notification to veterans who previously 

signed a release of information refusing to allow VA to 

bill encounters containing a sensitive diagnosis prior 

to submitting claims to a third-party health insurance 

carrier. The change was published in the Federal 

Register and the one-time notifications are complete. 

VA has begun submitting claims to health insurance 

carriers for all non-service-connected care with a 

sensitive diagnosis without a signature or written 

authorization to permit the disclosure of protected 

information on a claim(s) and/or in copies of veteran’s 

medical records. Please note that VA is not able to bill 

Medicare or Medicaid. 
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They say the best privilege 
is the one that allows us 
to be able to G.I.V.E. You 
can #give in support of our 
members and help improve 
the lives of paralyzed 
#veterans by donating 
your gently used clothes, 
appliances and household 
goods. Find out how: 
https://www.pva.org/ways-
to-give/give/give-clothing



T A K E  C O N T R O L  O F  Y O U R  H E A L T H

DESPITE PAR ALYSIS

Contact us to learn how to take control of your health with the MyoCycle Home

www.myolyn.com     |     (352) 354-2749     |     myolyn@myolyn.com

Prevent Atrophy

Increase Range of Motion

Increase Blood Flow

Relax Muscle Spasms
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Your Life. Your Ride.

Rollx Vans is the only van manufacturer that delivers minivans and full-sized vans 
directly to your doorstep. Our mission is to listen to you to serve your needs and give 

you the freedom and mobility that you deserve.

It’s why we work with the Veterans Administration to make the process as simple as possible for 
you. This includes bringing the vehicle to the VA for inspection, taking care of all VA paperwork, 

and delivering the vehicle to your home once it’s ready.

Veterans get $1,000 off the purchase of your first Rollx van today!

Call 800-956-6668 or visit us at rollxvans.com.

• Certified Conversion Process 

• 24 Hour Nationwide Service

• At-Home Delivery

• Industry-Leading Customer Satisfaction  

• Competitive Financing Options

• Customized Just for You

We take great pride in serving those who 
served our country.
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Paralyzed Veterans of America
Central Florida Chapter
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Sanford, Florida 32773-8120


