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President

S t e v e  K i r k

From the dawn of humankind to a 
mere 400 years ago, all that we knew 
about our universe came through 
observations with the naked eye. 
Then Galileo turned his telescope 
toward the heavens in 1610. The 
world was in for an awakening.

Saturn, we learned, had rings. Jupiter 
had moons. That nebulous patch 
across the center of the sky called 
the Milky Way was not a cloud but a 
collection of countless stars. Within 

but a few years, our notion of the natural world would be 
forever changed. A scientific and societal revolution quickly 
ensued.

In the centuries that followed, telescopes grew in size 
and complexity and, of course, power. They were placed 
far from city lights and as far above the haze of the 
atmosphere as possible. 

Edwin Hubble, for whom the Hubble Telescope is named, 
used the largest telescope of his day in the 1920s at the 
Mt. Wilson Observatory near Pasadena, Calif., to discover 
galaxies beyond our own. He was born in Marshfield, 
Missouri. He pioneered the concept of an expanding 
universe. 

As a result the Hubble Space Telescope was named in his 
honor. Hubble, the observatory, is the first major optical 
telescope to be placed in space, the ultimate mountaintop. 
Above the distortion of the atmosphere, far above rain 
clouds and light pollution. It was deployed from the Space 
Shuttle Discovery in 1990, allowing astronomers to see 
farther into space than they had ever seen from telescopes 
on Earth. 

Hubble has an unobstructed view of the universe. Scientists 
have used Hubble to observe the most distant stars and 
galaxies as well as the planets in our solar system.
Hubble’s launch and deployment in April 1990 marked 
the most significant advance in astronomy since Galileo’s 
telescope. Thanks to five servicing missions and more than 
25 years of operation, our view of the universe and our 
place within it has never been the same.

The new full-color XDF image reaches much fainter 
galaxies, and includes very deep exposures in red light from 
Hubble’s new infrared camera, enabling new studies of the 
earliest galaxies in the universe. The XDF contains about 
5,500 galaxies even within its smaller field of view. The 
faintest galaxies are one ten-billionth the brightness of 
what the human eye can see.

Did you know...

•	Hubble has made more than 1.3 million observations 
since its mission began in 1990.

•	Astronomers using Hubble data have published more 
than 15,000 scientific papers, making it one of the 
most productive scientific instruments ever built.  
Those papers have been cited in other papers 738,000 
times.

•	Hubble has circled Earth and gone more than 4 billion 
miles along a circular low earth orbit currently about 
340 miles in altitude.

•	Hubble has no thrusters. To change angles, it uses 
Newton’s third law by spinning its wheels in the 
opposite direction. It turns at about the speed of a 
minute hand on a clock, taking 15 minutes to turn 90 
degrees.

•	Hubble has the pointing accuracy of .007 arcseconds, 
which is like being able to shine a laser beam on 
President Roosevelt’s head on a dime about 200 miles 
away.

•	Outside the haze of our atmosphere, it can see 
astronomical objects with an angular size of 0.05 
arcseconds, which is like seeing a pair of fireflies 
in Tokyo that are less than 10 feet apart from 
Washington, DC.

•	Due to the combination of optics and sensitive 
detectors and with no atmosphere to interfere with 
the light reaching it, Hubble can spot a night light on 
the surface 
of the Moon 
from Earth.

•	Hubble 
generates 
about 10 
terabytes of 
new data per 
year. The total 
archive is 
currently over 
150 TB in size. 

•	Hubble 
weighed 
about 24,000 pounds at launch but if returned to 
Earth today would weigh about 27,000 pounds — on 
the order of two full-grown African elephants.

•	Hubble’s primary mirror is 2.4 meters (7 feet, 10.5 
inches) across.  It was so finely polished that if you 
scaled it to be the diameter of the Earth, you would 
not find a bump more than 6 inches tall.

•	Hubble is 13.3 meters (43.5 feet) long — the length of 
a large school bus.
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SAVE THE DATE
DECEMBER 21, 2019 2 - 5 PM 

at
THE  ORLANDO  MARRIOTT  LAKE MARY

There will be a “Crazy Santa” gift exchange.

If you wish to participate
Please bring a $25 gift for each attending

“Sal Manning and Company” will be playing.
Please RSVP by calling 407-328-7041
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Thanks for Your Support

Advocacy In Action

Before

Roots made it difficult to  press 
the crossing button.

After

Easy to navigate cement.
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Executive Director

J o h n  D e M a u r o

 Children all throughout the country 
will hear stories about Pocahontas 
this time of the year. Many people 
think they know the story of 
Pocahontas from watching the Disney 
animated movie. The true story of the 
Powhatan princess is believed to be 
much darker and far more tragic than 
what they showed in the movie.
Pocahontas was just a nickname at 
first, until she chose to make it her 
official name at her coming-of-age 
ceremony. 
In 1596, a young girl named 
Amonute was born to a mother 
who was called Pocahontas and 
her father, Wahunsenaca, who was 

Chief Powhatan. He was the overseer of the other chiefs of the 
Powhatan tribe. 
Even though her birth name was Amonute, the name she was 
given later in life was “Matoaka,” which means “the flower 
between two streams”. In Native American culture, it is 
common to give someone a new name once they get older and 
learn more about their personality. The name Pocahontas is 
actually a Powhatan nickname that means “playful one”, and 
this is what both she and her mother were called in their tribe. 
As the name suggests, she was very energetic, cheerful, and 
playful. Legend says she did cartwheels and ran through the 
forest on a daily basis.
In John Smith’s account of events, Pocahontas saved his life. 
According to John Smith, he was captured by a man named 
Opechancanough. He paraded John Smith to each of the 
Powhatan villages, and finally ended up at the home of Chief 
Wahunsenaca. According to his story, they laid his head down 
on a rock, and were getting ready to smash his skull, when little 
Pocahontas jumped in front of the men. She laid her head down 
on his, as if to say that they couldn’t kill him, unless they killed 
her, too. 
According to historians who specialize in Native American 
culture at that time, they have a very hard time believing that 
Pocahontas would have actually put her life on the line to save 
a white man. She was a very young girl at the time, and it was 
so far out of the realm of what was considered to be normal. 
However, it is possible that this young girl did in fact save John 
Smith’s life. After all, he did survive.
A lot of John Smith’s testimonies in his books about exploring 
were later found to be exaggerations of the truth.  Historians 
speculate that he wrote stories that he knew would sell a lot of 
books. So……, was it a lie to sell books or the truth. You make 
the call!
In John Smith’s story, he said that he and Pocahontas were 
friends. In the Disney movie, they had a romantic relationship. 
In reality, they barely knew each other. In the Disney version of 
Pocahontas, she is a grown woman who falls in love with John 
Smith. In reality, Pocahontas was somewhere between the ages 
of 9 and 11 years old when John Smith first met the Powhatan 
tribe, and he was 27 years old. 
Pocahontas’ father only agreed to work together with John 
Smith when the Spanish began to attack the Powhatan tribe. 
Since Spain was a common enemy, they were able to work 
together to fight them off. Chief Wahunsenaca declared that 
John Smith was the chief of the white men, and they began 
to live in peace. Having a common enemy always has a way 
of bringing people together.

John Smith wrote that young Pocahontas would bring food to 
the settlers, and that she would play together with the children 
of English settlers. But this is also most likely not true. She 
lived 12 miles away from Jamestown, and they were divided by 
a large river. She would have had to disobey her father’s wishes 
and would have likely spent days traveling back and forth, on 
top of carrying a canoe to cross the river. However, all things 
are possible, so you decide.
By the age of 13, Powhatan girls learned how to take care of a 
household. They could plant vegetables, search for edible plants 
in the forest, skin animals, and tan hides for fur and leather. 
She could also build a house all by herself, which were known 
as “yehakins”. Then, of course, there was the women’s work 
seen everywhere else in the world- gathering water, cooking, 
cleaning, and raising children. 
Everything the Native Americans needed for their lives were 
made by hand. Women learned how to make pottery, mats for 
the floor, beds, spoons, baskets, and more. They also learned 
how to cut hair and make clothing. Basically, everything was 
done by the women, except for hunting and defending the 
village, which was up to the men.
Powhatan women of high rank commonly had facial tattoos, and 
nearly everyone in the tribe had a few tattoos elsewhere on their 
body. It was very common for Powhatan people to have tattoos 
all over their body. Even in the Disney version of Pocahontas, 
she is depicted as having at least one tattoo on her arm. Women 
of high rank in Powhatan society usually had face tattoos. As 
the daughter of the chief, it would make sense that she would, 
too. However, in every illustration of Pocahontas, there are no 
facial tattoos. It’s possible that the artists left them out in order 
to make her seem more normal by western standards. Or, maybe 
she left her village at such a young age, she was never able to 
complete that rite of passage. In the Disney version of the story, 
Pocahontas did not really like Kocoum that much. In reality, 
they were probably very much in love.
When she was 14 years old, she went through a coming-of-age 
ceremony where she would be considered a woman. At this 
time, Native Americans can choose their own names, and she 
decided that she officially wanted to be named “Pocahontas”, 
since it felt the most like her true self. After becoming a woman, 
she was married to a Powhatan man named Kocoum, who was 
the brother of one of the nearby village chiefs named Japasaw. 
In the Disney film, Kocoum is portrayed as being very serious, 
and not anything like what Pocahontas was looking for in a 
man. This is simply not true. It is more likely that as the popular 
daughter of the head chief, Pocahontas would have had her pick 
of potential male suitors.
Pocahontas moved to the village run by Chief Japasaw, where 
Kocuom lived, and they had a daughter together. At this point, 
she would have been fully prepared to start her life as a young 
mother in the Powhatan tribe. The village that she moved to was 
closer to Jamestown than where she grew up with her father. So, 
perhaps she interacted more with the settlers than she did when 
John Smith first arrived. And it was there that John Smith found 
reason to write about this young Native American. 
Through the years people have read the stories of John Smith, 
and the way he described Pocahontas made the public love 
her even more. Many felt that she was born with a diplomatic 
nature, and that if it were not for her, the colonists and the 
Native Americans would have never been at peace. They even 
made a collective stamp with an illustration of Pocahontas on it. 

In 1617 Pocahontas died by what many believe was 
poisoning. She was 21 years old.
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Chair The Love Gala

Your Life. Your Ride.

Rollx Vans is the only van manufacturer that delivers minivans and full-sized vans 
directly to your doorstep. Our mission is to listen to you to serve your needs and give 

you the freedom and mobility that you deserve.

It’s why we work with the Veterans Administration to make the process as simple as possible for 
you. This includes bringing the vehicle to the VA for inspection, taking care of all VA paperwork, 

and delivering the vehicle to your home once it’s ready.

Veterans get $1,000 off the purchase of your first Rollx van today!

Call 800-956-6668 or visit us at rollxvans.com.

• Certified Conversion Process 

• 24 Hour Nationwide Service

• At-Home Delivery

• Industry-Leading Customer Satisfaction  

• Competitive Financing Options

• Customized Just for You

We take great pride in serving those who 
served our country.
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Walk n RollaThon

Digital accelerator ring 
and main handbrake

Enjoy driving 
with both hands!

DARIOS is VA accepted.
KEMPF features nationwide free at-home pick-up and delivery
All KEMPF products have a lifetime warranty.
Visit: kempf-usa.com or call: 1-888-4-KEMPF-US  (453-6738) 
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Did You Know?

Thanks for your 

support





All-In Construction is a locally owned and operated General Contractor that 
specializes in residential remodeling. We are focused on our veteran and 

disabled communities to help renovate their homes in a way that works best 
to suit their needs. 

License CGC 1516577 | VA Contractor No. 09995
www.allinconstruction.com | 407-260-0018 | 275 Hunt Park Cove Longwood, FL 32750
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Scott Bowling
HomeBridge Financial Services, Inc.
Area Manager, Mortgage Loan Originator, NMLS #394038
o: 321.214.5473  c: 321.217.3803  
sbowling@homebridge.com
www.HomeBridge.com/scottbowling

Nate Lyon
All In Construction
407.509.5681 
www.allinconstruction.com
info@allinconstruction.com

Buy and Repair a Home with 
a Zero-Down* VA Loan!

*100% financing up to county loan limits available on purchase loans. Minimum FICO score requirements apply. **Minor remodeling that does not involve structural 
repairs is allowed. Any repair or improvement requiring a work schedule longer than 3 months is not eligible. Other restrictions may apply.

HomeBridge Financial Services, Inc.; Corporate NMLS ID #6521 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org); 194 Wood Avenue South, 9th Floor, Iselin, NJ 08830; (866) 933-6342.  
Florida Mortgage Lender Servicer License #MLD1222.  Branch address: 500 Winderley Place, Suite 112, Maitland, Florida 32751.  Branch NMLS #864792.  This is not an 
offer for extension of credit or a commitment to lend.  06/2017 Rev.06.01.18 (0518-2448) LR 2018-373

Looking to buy a home, but everything in your price range is in need of some 
improvements or upgrades to make it just right? The VA Renovation Loan** is a 
solution you can use to both buy and improve your new home. Not only do you get the 
full benefits of a zero-down VA loan, but you can include up to $35,000 total renovation 
cost for improvements.
Having the right team for your renovation can make all the difference! Call today if 
you have any questions about using your VA benefit for a renovation loan.
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