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Jace Gavares was given a bike
he could ride on. All indications
is that he is happy.
See more on Jace on Page 7.
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Mission Statement

All-In Construction is a locally owned and operated General Contractor that
specializes in residential remodeling. We are focused on our veteran and
disabled communities to help renovate their homes in a way that works best
to suit their needs.
License CGC 1516577 | VA Contractor No. 09995
www.allinconstruction.com | 407-260-0018 | 275 Hunt Park Cove Longwood, FL 32750
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Paralyzed Veterans of America Central Florida, is a congressionally
chartered veteran’s service organization that provides a platform of
advocacy, education and research, communication, adaptive sports
and recreation for veterans paralyzed as a result of spinal cord injury
or dysfunction, in an effort to afford them with the highest quality of
healthcare and life experiences.
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®

6th Annual
Jerry Dugan Memorial Charity Golf Tournament
Saturday April 25, 2020
MetroWest Golf Club Orlando

The ReWalk ExoskeletonSuited for Your Mission

Retired Army Sergeant
Terry Vereline crosses
the finish line of the
2019 New York City
Marathon after
walking 26.2 miles in
her ReWalk Exoskeleton.
She received this device
in 2014 and has used it
to take nearly 1,000,000
steps in the past
five years.

Registration 8:00 AM Shot Gun Start 9:00 AM
Registration: $125.00 per golfer (Veterans $100)
Foursomes: $440
Cart & Green Fee, Range Balls, unlimited drinks during play (beer, soda & water)
Goody Bag and Special Gift for each player
Hole in One Prizes on all par 3s
Prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place teams, closest to the pin, raffle/silent auction
Send check to: PVACF 2711 South Design Court Sanford, FL 32773 or register online at pvacf.org
For more information call 407-328-7041 or email
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joannep@pvacf.org

Did You Know That
Paralyzed US Veterans
May be Eligible For a
ReWalk Exoskeleton?
Contact ReWalk for
More Information
rewalk.com/contact
or 508.251.1154 Option 2

What is Your Mission?
Whether your goals include experiencing the
proven health-related benefits of exoskeleton
assisted walking, standing to hug a loved one
or completing an entire marathon, ReWalk
can you help you achieve them.
ReWalk Robotics
200 Donald Lynch Boulevard,
Marlborough, MA 01752

www.rewalk.com

President
John Ford (February 1, 1894 – August
31, 1973) was an American film
director. He is renowned both for
Westerns such as Stagecoach (1939),
The Searchers (1956), and The Man
Who Shot Liberty Valance (1962), as
well as adaptations of classic 20thcentury American novels such as the
film The Grapes of Wrath (1940).
His four Academy Awards for Best
Director (in 1935, 1940, 1941, and
1952) remain a record. One of the
films for which he won the award, How
Green Was My Valley, also won Best Picture.
In a career that spanned more than 50 years, Ford directed
more than 140 films (although most of his silent films are now
lost) and he is widely regarded as one of the most important
and influential filmmakers of his generation. Ford’s work was
held in high regard by his colleagues, with Orson Welles and
Ingmar Bergman among those who have named him one of
the greatest directors of all time.
Ford made frequent use of location shooting and long shots,
in which his characters were framed against a vast, harsh, and
rugged natural terrain.
Stagecoach (1939) was Ford’s first western with sound.
Reputedly Orson Welles watched Stagecoach forty times in
preparation for making Citizen Kane. It remains one of the
most admired and imitated of all Hollywood movies, not least
for its climactic stagecoach chase and the hair-raising horsejumping scene, performed by the stuntman Yakima Canutt.
Stagecoach is significant for several reasons—it exploded
industry prejudices by becoming both a critical and
commercial hit, grossing over US$1 million in its first year
(against a budget of just under $400,000), and its success
(along with the 1939 Westerns Destry Rides Again). It
revitalized the moribund genre, showing that Westerns could
be “intelligent, artful, great entertainment—and profitable”.
It was nominated for seven Academy Awards, including
Best Picture and Best Director, and won two Oscars, for
Best Supporting Actor (Thomas Mitchell) and Best Score.
Stagecoach became the first in the series of seven classic
Ford Westerns filmed on location in Monument Valley, with
additional footage shot at another of Ford’s favorite filming
locations, the Iverson Movie Ranch in Chatsworth, Calif. Ford
skillfully blended Iverson and Monument Valley to create the
movie’s iconic images of the American West.
Another significant point about stagecoach was it provided
John Wayne with the career breakthrough that elevated him to
international stardom. Over 35 years Wayne appeared in 24
of Ford’s films and three television episodes. Ford is credited
with playing a major role in shaping Wayne’s screen image.
Stagecoach marked the beginning of the most consistently
successful phase of Ford’s career—in just two years between
1939 and 1941 he created a string of classics films that won
numerous Academy Awards. Ford’s next film, the biopic
Young Mr. Lincoln (1939) starring Henry Fonda, was less
successful than Stagecoach, attracting little critical
attention and winning no awards. It was not a major boxoffice hit although it had a respectable domestic first-year
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PVACF Making a Difference in a Young Life

gross of $750,000, but Ford scholar Tag Gallagher describes
it as “a deeper, more multi-leveled work than Stagecoach ...
(which) seems in retrospect one of the finest prewar pictures”.
Drums Along the Mohawk (1939) was a lavish frontier drama
co-starring Henry Fonda and Claudette Colbert; it was also
Ford’s first movie in color and included uncredited script
contributions by William Faulkner. It was a big box-office
success, grossing $1.25 million in its first year in the US and
earning Edna May Oliver a Best Supporting Actress Oscar
nomination for her performance.
During World War II, Ford served as head of the
photographic unit for the Office of Strategic Services and
made documentaries for the Navy Department. He was
commissioned as a commander in the United States Navy
Reserve. He won two more Academy Awards during this time,
one for the semi-documentary The Battle of Midway (1942),
and one for the propaganda film December 7th: The Movie
(1943). Ford filmed the Japanese attack on Midway from the
power plant of Sand Island and was wounded in the arm.
Ford was also present on Omaha Beach on D-Day. He crossed
the English Channel on the USS Plunkett (DD-431), which
anchored off Omaha Beach at 0600. He observed the first
wave land on the beach from the ship, landing on the beach
himself later with a team of Coast Guard cameramen who
filmed the battle from behind the beach obstacles, with Ford
directing operations. The film was edited in London, but very
little was released to the public. Ford explained in a 1964
interview that the US Government was “afraid to show so
many American casualties on the screen”, adding that all of
the D-Day film “still exists in color in storage in Anacostia
near Washington, D.C.” Thirty years later, historian Stephen
E. Ambrose reported that the Eisenhower Center had been
unable to find the film. Ford eventually rose to become a top
adviser to OSS head William Joseph Donovan. According to
records released in 2008, Ford was cited by his superiors for
bravery, taking a position to film one mission that was “an
obvious and clear target”. He survived “continuous attack and
was wounded” while he continued filming, one commendation
in his file states. In 1945, Ford executed affidavits testifying
to the integrity of films taken to document conditions at Nazi
concentration camps.
His last wartime film was They Were Expendable (MGM,
1945), an account of America’s disastrous defeat in The
Philippines, told from the viewpoint of a PT boat squadron
and its commander. Ford created a part for the recovering
Ward Bond, who needed money. Although he was seen
throughout the movie, he never walked until they put in a part
where he was shot in the leg. For the rest of the picture, he
was able to use a crutch on the final march. Ford repeatedly
declared that he disliked the film and had never watched it,
complaining that he had been forced to make it, although it
was strongly championed by filmmaker Lindsay Anderson.
Released several months after the end of the war, it was
among the year’s top 20 box-office draws, although Tag
Gallagher notes that many critics have incorrectly claimed
that it lost money.

Steve Kirk

Sometimes PVACF has the opportunity to
make a difference in the life of a young person
and that is the case with 10 year old Jace
and his family. One of PVACF’s donors (Tom)
donated this wheelchair bike to the chapter a
few of years ago with the hope that we would
find someone who could use it to bring joy in
their life. A few weeks ago that is just what
happened when one of our Chapter Advisory
Board members sent Jace’s family to us. Here
are the words of Jace’s mom. “ Jace is ready to
roll. He had so much fun! Thank you and Tom
for such a wonderful piece of equipment!”
And some words from the donor “Thanks for
making this happen. Jace is obviously loving
this opportunity. This Is not the ending I had
in mind when this journey started, but I don’t
think any of us could have hoped for a happier
outcome. Here’s to happy “motoring” for our
new friend Jace.”
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Executive Director
The story of B-17 “All American”

bombs over the target.

A mid-air collision on February 1, 1943, between
a B-17 and a German fighter over the Tunis dock
area, became the subject of one of the most famous
photographs of WWII. An enemy fighter attacking
a 97th Bomb Group formation went out of control,
probably with a wounded pilot then continued its
crashing descent into the rear of the fuselage of a
Flying Fortress named “All American”, piloted by
Lt. Kendrick R. Bragg, of the 414th Bomb Squadron.
When it struck, the fighter
broke apart, but left some
pieces in the B-17. The left
horizontal stabilizer of the
Fortress and left elevator
were completely torn away.
The two right engines were
out and one on the left had
a serious oil pump leak.
The vertical fin and the
rudder had been damaged,
the fuselage had been cut
almost completely through,
connected only at two small
parts of the frame and the
radios, electrical and oxygen
systems were damaged.
There was also a hole in the
top that was over 16 feet
long and 4 feet wide at its
widest and the split in the
fuselage went all the way to
the top gunner’s turret.

When the bomb bay doors were
opened, the wind turbulence was
so great that it blew one of the
waist gunners into the broken tail
section. It took several minutes
and four crew members to pass
him ropes from parachutes and
haul him back into the forward
part of the plane. When they
tried to do the same for the tail

Although the tail actually bounced and swayed in the
wind and twisted when the plane turned and all the
control cables were severed, except one single elevator
cable still worked, and the aircraft still miraculously
flew! The tail gunner was trapped because there was
no floor connecting the tail to the rest of the plane. The
waist and tail gunners used parts of the German fighter
and their own parachute harnesses in an attempt to
keep the tail from ripping off and the two sides of the
fuselage from splitting apart. While the crew was
trying to keep the bomber from coming apart, the
pilot continued on his bomb run and released his

gunner, the tail
began flapping
so hard that it
began to break
off. The weight
of the gunner
was adding some
stability to the
tail section, so he
went back to his
position.
The turn back
toward England
had to be very
slow to keep the
tail from twisting
off. They actually
covered almost
70 miles to make
the turn home.
The bomber
was so badly damaged that it was losing altitude and
speed and was soon alone in the sky. For a brief time,
two more Me-109 German fighters attacked the All
American. Despite the extensive damage, all of the
machine gunners were able to respond to these attacks
and soon drove off the fighters. The two waist gunners
stood up with their heads sticking out through the hole
in the top of the fuselage to aim and fire their machine
guns. The tail gunner had to shoot in short bursts
because the recoil was actually causing the plane to
turn.

John DeMauro
PVACF.ORG 9

IATA Wheelchair Assistance Workshop

Update on Caregiver Expansion

On December 3, Senior Associate Advocacy Director,
Lee Page, attended the International Air Transport
Association’s (IATA) workshop on wheelchair and
disability assistance at JFK International Airport. The
workshop was supported by the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey and the JFK Terminal 4 Airlines
Consortium. Attendees included representatives
from the U.S. Department of Transportation, airlines,
airports, travel agents, and disability organizations.

Under the VA MISSION Act, veterans who sustained
a serious military-related injury before May 7,
1975, were supposed to be able to enroll in VA’s
Program of Comprehensive Assistance for Family
Caregivers (PCAFC) starting this fall. But, as we have
previously reported, VA was unable to launch its new
management system for the program so veterans will
have to wait until at least June 2020 for entry. The
timeline shift also pushes back eligibility for families
of veterans who served from 1975 to 2001, from fall
2021 to fall 2022 at the earliest.

The Air Carrier Access Act of 1986 requires airlines
to support disabled passengers in navigating the
airport experience. No description or documentation
of the disability being accommodated is required.
According to the airlines, a significant percentage
of persons requesting wheelchair support are not
technically disabled. Rather many people are asking
for wheelchair support in order to avoid walking long
distances, to get through security lines faster, or for
help in finding their gate or baggage claim area.
Wheelchair assistance represents a significant and
growing cost to airlines. At JFK alone, it is estimated
that airlines provide more than 1.4 million wheelchairs
pushes each year (out of a total of approximately 65
million passengers), with an average cost of $35 per
push ($70 round trip). Other major U.S. airports are
seeing a similar volume of requests.
A 2018 IATA survey found that the number of
wheelchair assistance requests increased by 30
percent globally between 2016 and 2017. The
survey found that the reasons for request were age
(elderly passengers), distance (unable to walk),
language challenges, temporary disabilities (medical
conditions), and wayfinding (worried about being lost
in the airport).
The main objectives of the workshop were to: 1) assess
the magnitude of the wheelchair assistance problem;
2) find ways to reduce the rate of wheelchair assistance
by advocating for alternative service to those
passengers who are not disabled but need assistance
to navigate the airport; 3) promote dialogue between
disability associations, policy makers, and industry
for a regulatory framework that eliminates operational
complexity and increases access to air transport for
persons with disabilities; and 4) analyze the results
of the workshop and provide recommendations for
the ways to address this challenge.

Meanwhile, VA is current working on new guidance
for the program that could constrain eligibility for the
VA’s comprehensive caregiver program. Additionally,
the current moratorium on discharges from the
program and decreases in assistance will eventually
be lifted. Thus, Congress needs to take steps now
to ensure veterans applying for this program are
evaluated through a process that is systematic and fair.
S.2216, the Transparency and Effective Accountability
Measures for Veteran Caregivers Act, would require
VA to allow veterans to identify more than one
caregiver in their health record and to notify veterans’
caregivers of clinical determinations made concerning
the veteran’s eligibility for the caregiver program. Any
notification must be by letter and include the following
information:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A summary of the issues adjudicated;
A summary of the evidence considered by VA;
A summary of the applicable laws and
regulations;
Identification of findings favorable to the
claimant;
In the case of a denial, identification of
elements not satisfied leading to the denial;
An explanation of how to obtain or access
evidence used in making the decision; and
If applicable, identification of the criteria that
must be satisfied to grant service connection
or the next higher level of compensation.
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Enjoy driving
with both hands!

Your Life. Your Ride.

Digital accelerator ring
and main handbrake

Rollx Vans is the only van manufacturer that delivers minivans and full-sized vans
directly to your doorstep. Our mission is to listen to you to serve your needs and give
you the freedom and mobility that you deserve.
• Certified Conversion Process

• Industry-Leading Customer Satisfaction

• 24 Hour Nationwide Service

• Competitive Financing Options

• At-Home Delivery

• Customized Just for You

We take great pride in serving those who
served our country.
It’s why we work with the Veterans Administration to make the process as simple as possible for
you. This includes bringing the vehicle to the VA for inspection, taking care of all VA paperwork,
and delivering the vehicle to your home once it’s ready.

Veterans get $1,000 off the purchase of your first Rollx van today!
Call 800-956-6668 or visit us at rollxvans.com.
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DARIOS is VA accepted.
KEMPF features nationwide free at-home pick-up and delivery
All KEMPF products have a lifetime warranty.
Visit: kempf-usa.com or call: 1-888-4-KEMPF-US (453-6738)

Come to Our Annual Spring Fling!
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Everything Is Free!
Just Bring Your Family And Your Appetite
When: April 11th , 2020
11AM - 3PM
Where: Chapter Office
2711 S. Design Ct.
Sanford FL 32773
14 PVACF.ORG
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Rotator Cuff Tears

As I opened my eyes, I began to remember where I
was. It was a cold, sterile room with nurses asking
“Are you with us Sean?”. Not only was I with them,
I was instantly driven to want to know how it went.
The doctor soon came into the room to explain what
happened. He began to show me and my wife pictures
of my torn rotator cuff, In the pictures, there was a
shiny metal drill-looking object poking through a hole
as the doctor explained, “And this is the hole in the
rotator. It was created by this bone spur. So we ground
down the bone spur, sewed up the hole, and voila, you
are all better”. I found it hard to believe that I’ve been
dealing with pain in my shoulder for 4-5 years now,
and it was all from a stupid bone spur. Then it hit me
like a ton of bricks… If it was because of a bone spur,
then it wasn’t from over-training in my handcycle.
So, let me take you back to how it all began. About
5 years ago, I began to train in my handcycle very
intensely. I wanted to prove to my family and friends
that I could make “Military Standard” in handcycling.
I wanted to prove that I was worthy of getting paid
to handcycle. But, I was training without a plan or a
coach. So I began to over-train. I wasn’t giving my
body time to rest and recover. So about 3 years ago,
my right shoulder began to hurt. I asked the VA to do
an MRI on my shoulder to make sure I didn’t damage
it. I was told shortly after the MRI that I had a small
tear in my rotator and I needed to rest my shoulder.
Soon after that, I hired a very talented coach to help
me progress in a healthy way.
Fast forward to July, I started having pain in my right
shoulder again. So I asked the VA to do another MRI.
Soon after, they said the rotator tear from 3 years ago
had grown by 50%. So it was time to get it surgically
repaired. I had over-trained again and was most likely
finished handcycling.
I spent the whole month before the surgery preparing
for the worst. I studied all the best doctors in Orlando.
I practiced how to transfer with one hand. I even
studied how to manage bowel care with, not only

one hand, but with my non-dominant left hand.
PVACF was generous enough to let me borrow a
power wheelchair. I even set up my first two weeks of
recovery at the Tampa VA SCI unit. I was as prepared
as I could possibly be.
After I woke up in the recovery area at my surgery
center, my wife drove me straight to Tampa where I
planned to spend the next two weeks learning a new
definition of pain and immobility. Fortunately for me,
my surgery went better that I could have imagined.
The pain was excruciating the first two nights, but
then gradually decreased to “manageable”. And my
immobility became second-nature. After six days in
Tampa, I returned home where my wife was able to
help with transfers. Recovery went so well, I never
used the Hoyer Lift the VA got me and never returned
the call for the Home Health nurse to come help with
ADL’s.
I’m not fully recovered yet. I still have a lot of physical
Therapy and Occupational Training in my future.
If you were to ask me on my first or second night
post-surgery if I’d do it again, I’d say “HELL NO,
NOTHING is worth that kind of pain”. But now that
I’ve made it through the first 2 weeks, I would advise
any of my friends who have rotator cuff tears to be
bold and get it repaired while you are young. It is a
terrible process, but well worth it in the long run.
UPDATE: The above article was written 2 weeks
after my surgery. It has now been 14 months since
my surgery and here’s how recovery has been. I am
back to handcycling at a competitive level. I still have
minor soreness when I do long rides, but I am faster
and healthier than I’ve been in many years. One thing
that I came to realize now that I’m healthy is that the
pain from my shoulder before the surgery was causing
secondary problems. I was having trouble sleeping and
the constant tiredness and pain made me grumpy all
the time. So, I re-confirm my opinion about shoulder
surgery. If you have a torn rotator, get surgery as
soon as you can. In the short-term, it is a horrible
experience. But long-term, it saved me a lot of pain
and probably saved my marriage.
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