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Mission Statement

Paralyzed Veterans of America Central Florida, a congressionally
chartered veteran’s service organization that provides a platform of
advocacy, education and research, communication, adaptive sports
and recreation for veterans paralyzed as a result of spinal cord injury
or dysfunction, in an effort to afford them with the highest quality of
healthcare and life experiences.

Contact us to learn how to take control of your health with the MyoCycle Home

www.myolyn.com

|

(352) 354-2749

|

myolyn@myolyn.com
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President

Your Life. Your Ride.

Rollx Vans is the only van manufacturer that delivers minivans and full-sized vans
directly to your doorstep. Our mission is to listen to you to serve your needs and give
you the freedom and mobility that you deserve.
• Certified Conversion Process

• Industry-Leading Customer Satisfaction

• 24 Hour Nationwide Service

• Competitive Financing Options

• At-Home Delivery

• Customized Just for You

We take great pride in serving those who
served our country.
It’s why we work with the Veterans Administration to make the process as simple as possible for
you. This includes bringing the vehicle to the VA for inspection, taking care of all VA paperwork,
and delivering the vehicle to your home once it’s ready.

Veterans get $1,000 off the purchase of your first Rollx van today!
Call 800-956-6668 or visit us at rollxvans.com.
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For this month of September
I’m writing about Sharon Christa
McAuliffe: September 2, 1948 –
January 28, 1986.) In 1985, she was
selected from more than 11,000
applicants to participate in the NASA
Teacher in Space Project and was
scheduled to become the first teacher
in space. As a member of mission
STS-51-L, she was planning to conduct
experiments and teach two lessons
from Space Shuttle Challenger.
On July 1, 1985, she was announced
as one of the 10 finalists, and on
July 7 she traveled to Johnson Space Center for a week of
thorough medical examinations and briefings about space
flight. The finalists were interviewed by an evaluation
committee composed of senior NASA officials, and the
committee made recommendations to
NASA Administrator James M. Beggs for
the primary and backup candidates for
the Teacher in Space Project. On July 19,
1985, Vice President George H. W. Bush
announced that she had been selected
for the position. Another teacher, Barbara
Morgan, served as her backup. According
to Mark Travis of the Concord Monitor,
it was her manner that set her apart
from the other candidates. NASA official
Alan Ladwig said “she had an infectious
enthusiasm”, and NASA psychiatrist
Terrence McGuire told New Woman
magazine that “she was the most broadbased, best-balanced person of the 10.”
On January 28, 1986, the shuttle broke
apart 73 seconds after launch. After her
death, schools and scholarships were
named in her honor, and in 2004 she was
posthumously awarded the Congressional Space Medal of
Honor. On that day, President Ronald Reagan spoke to our
nation.
“Ladies and Gentlemen, I’d planned to speak to you tonight
to report on the state of the Union, but the events of earlier
today have led me to change those plans. Today is a day for
mourning and remembering. Nancy and I are pained to the
core by the tragedy of the shuttle Challenger. We know we
share this pain with all of the people of our country. This is
truly a national loss.
Nineteen years ago, almost to the day, we lost three
astronauts in a terrible accident on the ground. But, we’ve
never lost an astronaut in flight; we’ve never had a tragedy
like this. And perhaps we’ve forgotten the courage it took
for the crew of the shuttle; but they, the Challenger Seven,
were aware of the dangers, but overcame them and did
their jobs brilliantly. We mourn seven heroes: Michael
Smith, Dick Scobee, Judith Resnik, Ronald McNair, Ellison
Onizuka, Gregory Jarvis, and Christa McAuliffe. We

mourn their loss as a nation together.
For the families of the seven, we cannot bear, as you do, the
full impact of this tragedy. But we feel the loss, and we’re
thinking about you so very much. Your loved ones were
daring and brave, and they had that special grace, that
special spirit that says, ‘Give me a challenge and I’ll meet
it with joy.’ They had a hunger to explore the universe and
discover its truths. They wished to serve, and they did. They
served all of us.
We’ve grown used to wonders in this century. It’s hard to
dazzle us. But for twenty-five years the United States space
program has been doing just that. We’ve grown used to
the idea of space, and perhaps we forget that we’ve only
just begun. We’re still pioneers. They, the members of the
Challenger crew, were pioneers.”
And I want to say something to the schoolchildren of
America who were watching the live coverage of the
shuttle’s takeoff. I know it is hard to understand, but
sometimes painful things like this
happen. It’s all part of the process of
exploration and discovery. It’s all part of
taking a chance and expanding man’s
horizons. The future doesn’t belong to the
fainthearted; it belongs to the brave. The
Challenger crew was pulling us into the
future, and we’ll continue to follow them.
I’ve always had great faith in and
respect for our space program, and what
happened today does nothing to diminish
it. We don’t hide our space program. We
don’t keep secrets and cover things up.
We do it all up front and in public. That’s
the way freedom is, and we wouldn’t
change it for a minute. We’ll continue our
quest in space. There will be more shuttle
flights and more shuttle crews and, yes,
more volunteers, more civilians, more
teachers in space. Nothing ends here; our
hopes and our journeys continue. I want to add that I wish I
could talk to every man and woman who works for NASA or
who worked on this mission and tell them: Your dedication
and professionalism have moved and impressed us for
decades. And we know of your anguish. We share it.
There’s a coincidence today. On this day 390 years ago, the
great explorer Sir Francis Drake died aboard ship off the
coast of Panama. In his lifetime the great frontiers were
the oceans, and a historian later said, ‘He lived by the sea,
died on it, and was buried in it.’ Well, today we can say of
the Challenger crew: Their dedication was, like Drake’s,
complete.
The crew of the space shuttle Challenger honored us by the
manner in which they lived their lives. We will never forget
them, nor the last time we saw them, this morning, as they
prepared for the journey and waved goodbye and ‘slipped
the surly bonds of earth’ to ‘touch the face of God.’
Thank you.”

Steve Kirk
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Executive Director
“September is a month to
remember.” When I was a kid,
school started the day after
Labor Day, football season
started the first weekend of
September (it was before the
NFL had televised preseason
games) and the pennant race was
on in Major League Baseball. I
was born in Newark, New Jersey
and my dad had spent some time
playing minor league baseball
in the New York Yankees farm
system in Newark. As a result, I have been a fan of the
Yankees (in case you have not heard) since I was born.
In fact, from the time I was 5 until I was 15, the Yankees
played in 9 of the 10 World Series through those years
(1955-1964). For me, back in the day, when September
rolled around, I was sure of a couple of things. First, I
was going to school and second, the Yankees were in a
pennant race and were sure to get to the World Series. I
loved baseball then and I still do now.
Recently, I was reunited with a childhood friend (we
had not seen each other in over 40 years). We grew up
together, along with my two brothers, his two brothers
and another set of brothers that lived in the house
between our houses. He and his brothers hated the
Yankees and
were NY
Giants and
NY Mets
fans (ugh).
We would
fight and
argue over
which was
the better
team (even
though
everyone
knew it was
the Yankees)
or who was
better Mickey
Mantle or
Willie Mays
(Mantle
was my childhood hero, so we know who was
better). We would sit on the porch until dark flipping
6 PVACF.ORG

Enjoy driving
with both hands!

baseball cards or run around the neighborhood playing
“hide and seek” or “chase” (a game where kids ran
around chasing each other). We would see who could
catch the most fireflies (lightening bugs). In September,
we were conflicted over whether or not we would play
whiffle ball or touch football in the street.
This friend sent
me an article that
was printed in our
hometowns local
newspaper. He said he
thought of me when
he read it and wanted
to pass it on. It was
entitled “What is a
baseball glove?”

Digital accelerator ring
and main handbrake

“A baseball glove is
a beginning and an
ending; a boy’s first
sure step towards
manhood; a man’s final, lingering hold on youth; it is
a promise...and memory. A baseball glove is the dusty
badge of belonging, the tanned and oiled mortar of
team and camaraderie; in its creases and scuffs lodge
sunburned afternoons freckled with thrills, the excited
hum of competition, cheers that burst like skyrockets.
A baseball glove is a thousand and one names and
moments strung like white and crimson banners in the
vast stadium of memory. A baseball glove is the leather
of adventure, worthy successor to the cowboy’s holster,
the trooper’s saddle and the buckskin laces of the
frontier scout; it is combat, heroics, and victory...a place
to smack a fist or snuff a rally. Above all, a baseball
glove is the union of father and son, boy and friends,
man and men: it is union beyond language, creed or
color.”
I did a little research on this article and it turns out that
Rawlings used this quote on an ad in the mid 1960’s
with Mickey Mantle endorsing their product (see the
picture). It was later put on the boxes in which the
gloves were packaged.
So what are your memories of September like? Why not
write a short article about them and send them to me
or Steve and we will print them. Let’s get to know each
other a little better.

John DeMauro

DARIOS is VA accepted.
KEMPF features nationwide free at-home pick-up and delivery
All KEMPF products have a lifetime warranty.
Visit: kempf-usa.com or call: 1-888-4-KEMPF-US (453-6738)

INTENT TO FILE CLAIM INFORMATION
By Mitchell Hinkle, Senior National Service
Officer
With the ever changing Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA) claims system, the VA is always
trying to assist the veterans with new and improved
ways to file claims.
In the past, the VA used what was call an informal
claim. An informal claim was in general any
communication or action that may have showed
an intent to apply for benefits VA laws. The VA
recognized the informal claims that were received
prior to March 24, 2015. The type of claims was in
general claims for service connection or increase
of service-connected conditions, claims for nonservice-connected pension, if a veteran was of war
time periods or claims for widows or survivors of
veterans for Death Indemity Compensation (DIC)
or widows’ pension.
If a veteran or survivor filed a VA claim by
application and the application was not completed
properly, the VA may have considered this also
an informal claim. The informal claim must have
identified the benefit being sought, like example
compensation, pension or increases.
The new system is now called INTENT TO FILE.
There is also a VA form 21-0966 that is used for
this process. The Intent to File must contain:
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(1) enough personal information to
identify the Veteran or claimant if not the
veteran.
(2)
An election of the general type of
benefit(s) that is being sought, example:
compensation, pension, or survivors’
benefits
(3)

Application must have a signature

A veteran or survivor can notify the VA of
their intent to file by written correspondence,
electronically by eBenefits or by visiting the local
VA Regional Office in person.
The VA will only recognized one intent to file
claim per general benefit at any given time.
Once you have filed an intent claim, the official
application such as a VA form 21-526ez,
application for compensation, VA form 21-527,
application for non-service-connected pension or
VA form 21P-534 application for DIC or widows’
pension must be received within one year. This
is needed to protect the effective date of claim if
the benefit sought, is approved. Once the official
application is received, the intent to file claim will
no longer be active.
If you have any questions or concerns regarding
this information or any other VA entitlements,
please contact your local PVA Service Office for
assistance.

ANNUAL AIR RIFLE
& AIR PISTOL PROGRAM
Cal-Diego Air Rifle and
Pistol Tournament
January 27-28, 2020
San Diego Naval Base
San Diego, CA

Mid-South Billiards Tournament
October 11-12, 2019
Clicks Billiards
Memphis, TN

North Central Shooting Sports
Tournament
September 6-8, 2019
Crooks Gun Club
Sioux Falls, SC

Mid-Atlantic Air Rifle and
Pistol Tournament
March 4-5, 2020
Colonial Shooting Academy
Richmond, VA

Mid-Atlantic Billiards
Tournament Chuck Willis Mem
March 20-22, 2020
Diamond Billiards
Midlothian, VA

Mid-Atlantic Shooting Sports
Tournament
October 25-27, 2019
Conservation Park of Virginia
Charles City, VA

Wisconsin Air Rifle and
Pistol Tournament
March 21-22, 2020
Milwaukee Area Tech College
Milwaukee, WI

Mid-America Billiards
Tournament
April 3-5, 2020
Slick Willies Pool Hall
Oklahoma City, OK

Buckeye Air Rifle and
Pistol Tournament*
April 16-18, 2020
Spire Institute
Geneva, OH

Buckeye Billiards Tournament
June 5-6, 2020
Wickliffe Lanes
Wickliffe, OH

Cal-Diego Shooting Sports
Tournament
Redlands Shooting Park
March 27-29, 2020
Redlands, CA

PARALYZED VETERANS
BOATING/FISHING TOUR

Mountain States Billiards
Tournament
June 20-21, 2020
Widefield Corner Pocket Billiards
Fountain, CO

Lone Star Shooting Sports
Tournament
Desoto Gun Club
Dates TBD
Waxahachie, TX

Mid-America Bass Tournament
September 20-22, 2019
Lake Eufaula
Eufaula, OK

ANNUAL PVA/AWBA
BOWLING TOURNAMENT
SERIES

Vaughan Bass Tournament
October 4-6, 2019
Rend Lake
Mount Vernon, IL

Great Plains Bowling
Tournament
August 1-4, 2019
Thunderbowl
Council Bluffs, IA

Vaughan Shooting Sports
Tournament
June 5-7, 2020
St. Charles Sportsman Club
Elburn, IL

Mid-Atlantic Bowling
Tournament
September 13-15, 2019
Bowl America
Glen Allen, VA
Nevada Bowling Tournament
December 5-8, 2019
Sunset Station Hotel & Casino
Las Vegas, NV

Mid-Atlantic Bass Tournament
June 5-7, 2020
James River
Richmond, VA

Mid-America Bowling
Tournament
April 9-12, 2020
Firelake Bowling Center
Shawnee, OK

*Year-end Tournament

BOCCIA

*Buckeye Wheelchair Games

HANDCYCLING RACING
PVAR Hi Performance Off
Road Camp
August 27-26 , 2019
Crested Butte, CO
Off Road Handcycling
Championships
August 23-25, 2019
Crested Butte, CO
Off-Road Fall Expo
October 4-6, 2019
Chesterfield, VA
Army Ten Miler
October 13, 2019
Washington, D.C.
CODE OF HONOR QUAD
RUGBY INVITATIONAL
Dates TBD
Location TBD

NATIONAL VETERANS
WHEELCHAIR GAMES
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Kentucky-Indiana Bass
Tournament
April 24-26, 2020
Lake Barkley
Kuttawa, KY

Wisconsin Shooting Sports
Tournament*
June 26-28, 2020
Brown County Sportsman Club
Green Bay, WI

Vaughan Boccia Tournament
June 26-28, 2020
Fountain View Recreation Center
Carol Stream, IL

0

Florida Gulf Coast Bass
Tournament
April 3-5, 2020
Lake Harris
Tavares, FL

Iowa Shooting
Sports Tournament
June 12-14, 2020
Otter Creek Sportsman Club
Cedar Rapids, IA

Mid-Atlantic Boccia Tournament
May 6-8, 2020
Fort Monroe at
Community Center
Hampton, VA

PVA National
Boccia Tournament
October 22-26, 2019
The Pavilion at Lamay
St. Louis, MO
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*Buckeye Wheelchair Games

Nevada Shooting Sports
Tournament
March 13-15, 2020
Clark County Shooting Park
Las Vegas, NV

Buckeye Boccia Tournament*
April 16-18, 2020
Spire Institute
Geneva, OH

OR

PARALYZED VETERANS
NATIONAL SHOOTING
SPORTS CIRCUIT

ANNUAL PVA/NWPA
BILLIARDS TOURNAMENT
SERIES

Bayou Boccia Tournament
November 8-9, 2019
Harrison County Shelter
Gulfport, MS

r
u
o
y
r
o
f
s
k
n
a
t
r
h
o
T
p
sup

rtl
an
d,

*Year-end Tournament

Vaughan Bowling
Tournament
May 21-24, 2020
Bowlero
Romeoville, IL

tional Veteran
Na
s

Capital Clash Bass Tournament*
June 12-14, 2020
Potomac River
Marbury, MD

★
020
July 3–8, 2

Po

For more information, visit:

pva.org/sports
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Did You Know?
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Sports
In an effort to keep our
members informed, I
would like you all, to
know about the chapter
sports program. Liesl
has been working with
us throughout much of
last year. She is leaving
us to finish her Master’s
Degree. We wish her
the best and thank her
for the time she did
share with us. Liesl was
a great asset while she
was here and everyone
who was fortunate
enough to interact with
her, was better for it.
Roger Sack will be working here the chapter in a
volunteer capacity. As always, we feel blessed to have
him here coaching and working with our members. I
gladly welcome him and his expertise.

Thank you John, Joanne
and our board for pitching
in to help.

As we look forward to this next
year. We would like to hear from you as
to your Sports and Recreation ideas. We
are excited to add new things, while we
continue to grow our existing sports.

There is a well written explanation of what
needs to be done to qualify for funding.

This match is a part of our national
competition. Come out and join in the
fun.
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4401 EDGEWATER DR.
ORLANDO, FL 32804

Sales • Rentals • Service

Join us as we finish out our Adaptive
Sports Veterans Outreach Virtual Air Rifle
Competition at the Central Florida Chapter
on August 29 and September 10th from
1:30pm to 6:30pm. We have time slots
2pm-3:15, 3:30-4:45, 5-6:15. To sign up,
contact Roger Sack at rogers@pvacf.org or
407-328-7041.

Please call the office for the necessary form to
fill out for reimbursement.

www.wheelchairvansofflorida-orlando.com

Thank you Liesl for your
diligent work as Interim
Sports Director. We wish
you all the best as you
look to the future.

Here at the Chapter we have instituted a points
system for those who would like funding to
participate in the National Veterans Wheelchair
Games and other National and Regional
adaptive sport events. To see what is involved
and what it takes, please go to our website
PVACF.org. At the top click on “About us” and
then, under the title, Policies and Procedures,
click on “Sports & Recreation”

Additionally, the Chapter Board of Directors
voted to provide funding to help with the travel
expenses for members attending sports training.
Members will be reimbursed for mileage to
sports training at a rate of .30 cents per mile not
to exceed 150 miles per round trip for any given
training session with an annual limit of $1000.

407-751-4158

From Roger:

• Huge Selection of New
Wheelchair Vans

• Huge Selection of Used
Wheelchair Vans

• Re-Purchase Program on All
Vehicles

• Financing Available Through
National Banks

• Platinum Plus Warranty on All
Vehicles

• Trade-Ins Accepted - Any Make
Any Model

• Full Service By ASE/M.S.E.
Certified Mechanics

• Wheelchair Van Rentals Available
• We Buy Wheelchair Vans
PVACF.ORG 15

Buy and Repair a Home with
a Zero-Down* VA Loan!

Looking to buy a home, but everything in your price range is in need of some
improvements or upgrades to make it just right? The VA Renovation Loan** is a
solution you can use to both buy and improve your new home. Not only do you get the
full benefits of a zero-down VA loan, but you can include up to $35,000 total renovation
cost for improvements.
Having the right team for your renovation can make all the difference! Call today if
you have any questions about using your VA benefit for a renovation loan.

All-In Construction is a locally owned and operated General Contractor that
specializes in residential remodeling. We are focused on our veteran and
disabled communities to help renovate their homes in a way that works best
to suit their needs.
License CGC 1516577 | VA Contractor No. 09995
www.allinconstruction.com | 407-260-0018 | 275 Hunt Park Cove Longwood, FL 32750
16 PVACF.ORG

Scott Bowling
HomeBridge Financial Services, Inc.
Area Manager, Mortgage Loan Originator, NMLS #394038
o: 321.214.5473 c: 321.217.3803
sbowling@homebridge.com
www.HomeBridge.com/scottbowling

Nate Lyon
All In Construction
407.509.5681
www.allinconstruction.com
info@allinconstruction.com

*100% financing up to county loan limits available on purchase loans. Minimum FICO score requirements apply. **Minor remodeling that does not involve structural
repairs is allowed. Any repair or improvement requiring a work schedule longer than 3 months is not eligible. Other restrictions may apply.
HomeBridge Financial Services, Inc.; Corporate NMLS ID #6521 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org); 194 Wood Avenue South, 9th Floor, Iselin, NJ 08830; (866) 933-6342.
Florida Mortgage Lender Servicer License #MLD1222. Branch address: 500 Winderley Place, Suite 112, Maitland, Florida 32751. Branch NMLS #864792. This is not an
offer for extension of credit or a commitment to lend. 06/2017 Rev.06.01.18 (0518-2448) LR 2018-373
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Paralyzed Veterans of America
Central Florida Chapter
2711 South Design Court
Sanford, Florida 32773-8120
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