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Mission Statement

Land Clearing Enterprise
500 North Way • Sanford FL 32773

Paralyzed Veterans of America Central Florida, is a congressionally
chartered veteran’s service organization that provides a platform of
advocacy, education and research, communication, adaptive sports
and recreation for veterans paralyzed as a result of spinal cord injury
or dysfunction, in an effort to afford them with the highest quality of
healthcare and life experiences.
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The Winners

First Place Winners

In no particular order:
Derek Porter
Jesse Porter
Tong johnson
Charles Calhoun

In no particular order:
Ken Coffelletto
Eric Depp
Doug Kingera
John Montenegro

Second Place Winners

Third Place Winners

In no particular order:
Eric Bush
Louis Poretti
Jeff Cook
John Gryzbala

A special thanks to some of our golfers

President
With the end of WWII in sight, and the Russian Army
closing in, many of the German people abandoned
their homes in their effort to find safety. For this reason
Operation Hannibal, a massive evacuation to move
civilians, soldiers and equipment using the Wilhelm
Gustloff was initiated. People were frantic, and there was
no turning them back. The Gustloff was their only way
out.
Desperate, exhausted, hungry, people pressed on board
the ship. They crammed into any available space. The
passenger manifest was useless. The exact number
of people onboard during the sinking will never be
determined. Undoubtedly, it far exceeded the ship’s
intended capacity.
The captain’s options were float through the mine-laden
shallower waters, or the submarine-infested deeper waters.
The elements added to problems of the Captain and
the crew. After dark, the ship’s
navigation lights were turned on
to help with visibility. The size of
the ship, with the lights ablaze,
became an easy target.
Around 9 p.m., the S-13 released
three torpedoes. They affected
the crew’s living quarters, the
swimming pool area that housed
members of the Women’s Naval
Auxiliary, and decisively the
engine room and lower decks. The explosions trapped
many occupants with nothing to do, but wait for death.
Nonetheless, it was a frenzied clamber for survival. A
survivor, Horst Woit, who was just 10 years old, saw
people—many of them children—trampled to death in
an effort to get up the stairs . Those who did get off the
terminally wounded ship searched desperately for safety in
the open water.
The ship that was extremely overloaded with people meant
getting on a lifeboat was a struggle for existence. The
obtainable of lifeboats were cut in half because the ship
had listed toward the port side, so none of the lifeboats on
the starboard were accessible.
Woit, after cutting the ropes with a knife he had taken
from his uncle’s uniform, was one of the lucky few on a
boat moving away from the Gustloff. “A lot of the people
jumped. And then they all tried to get on to the lifeboat
and of course they pull you over and they get hit in the
head with a paddle, and they get hit on the hands,”
Only a yard divided the secure from the condemned.
“Perhaps the decision not to take any more people and
leave them to their fate was the hardest I ever had to
make,” Vollrath wrote. “Here was comparative safety
inside the boat, on the other side certain death.”
If you had remained on deck, one could see that death in
the freezing water was certain. In all probability, it was
the greatest maritime disaster in history. The death toll has

been estimated to be 9,600. The
tragedy was more than the Titanic
and Lusitania combined.
Rescue boats had been summoned
by the Gustloff ’s crew. As they
advanced to pick up survivors, they
faced the same impasse as those in
lifeboats: who to pick up, and when
to stop. And the S-13 was stillhunting.
In less than 90 minutes following
the S-13’s torpedoes impact, the
Gustloff slid into the sea.
Early the next morning, the sea engulfing the Gustloff
was teeming with bodies, many of them children. The
life jackets design caused them to float a down. A sole
survivor materialized from the floating cemetery —an
infant swaddled in blankets aboard
a lifeboat, surrounded by lifeless
passengers. (The officer who found
the infant would adopt and raise
the boy). Of all the people who had
crammed aboard, the day before,
only a fraction had survived. An
estimated 1,000.
Even with the enormity of
the catastrophe, in the frantic
concluding months of the war, it
would garner only a modicum of attention. This may be
partially accredited to the sheer swiftness and astounding
death tolls happening across the European theater.
Nazi Germany knowing defeat was imminent, nor a Soviet
Union eager for victory—were in no hurry to explain the
deaths of so many citizens. Nearly a month would pass
before word of the Gustloff reached the United States.
In the larger scheme of the conflict, the Gustloff was
another tragedy in a war full of losses. By then, “there was
a stigma about discussing any sort of German suffering
during the war after everything the Nazis did to the rest
of Europe,” Edward Petruskevich, curator of the online
Wilhelm Gustloff Museum, writes in an e-mail. “The
Gustloff was just another casualty of war along with the
countless other large ships sunk on the German side.”
If the particulars of the Gustloff or other German ships
had been more widely or immediately known, considering
the general public sentiment in the United States and other
Allied countries it may not have provoked much sympathy.
After years of global war, the fall of the Third Reich
meant that German civilians found themselves persecuted
by association.
Regardless if it was a mother, father, brother, sister,
civilians, children—they were human beings that were
part of a maritime tragedy that has yet to be exceeded.

Steve Kirk
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Executive Director
November is the month when
Floridians celebrate the end of
hurricane season, the successes
of their college football teams
and Thanksgiving. Each year,
around this time of the year, we
all breathe a sigh of relief if our
homes have been spared by the
storms of the tropics. We all feel
the joy of victory or the agony
of defeat depending upon the
score at the end of a game. We
all look forward to a festive meal of turkey or ham,
mashed potatoes or sweet potatoes, collards or green
beans, apple pie or pecan
pie. We hope to spend
time with family or other
people we care deeply
for.
This year we also will
experience the thrill of
victory or the agony of
defeat in an election of
our country’s president
and our state’s senator
or congressional
representatives. Our preferred candidate will
either win or lose and the aftermath will effect
what direction our community, our state and our
country will take for the near and distant future. Our
organization works hard at reaching across the aisle,
no matter which side we align ourselves with because
we advocate for those in the disabled community
and those veterans who have spinal cord injuries and
dysfunction without any concern of an individual’s
political or personal opinions or views. I hope that
each of you have researched the candidates and have
voted based upon that research.
2020 has brought upon us division and fear,
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isolation and seclusion. We have been forced to look
within ourselves and make personal decisions that
could affect not only ourselves but everyone around
us and many whom we don’t even know. A virus that
none of us knew existed or could exist, brought us
to the division, fear, isolation and seclusion we have
experienced. This Thanksgiving will be a time when
many of us will give thanks for having time with those
who are no longer with us or giving thanks for having
thus far been spared from the heartache from what
the virus has brought to so many. To date, the office
is not aware of any of our chapter members having
contracted the virus. For this, we are thankful.
We continue to monitor the Covid-19 cases in our
community and are
making decisions based
upon those numbers. We
are requiring anyone who
comes to the office to wear
a mask and we are not
allowing strangers into the
building. We are allowing
a few sports and recreation
events to take place both
inside and outside. Those
events being held inside
are restricted to “by appointment only” status. Boccia
and Air Rifle events are “by appointment”. Hand
cycling is not restricted, although we are asking
participants to social distance themselves and wear a
mask when in conversations with others.
As we celebrate Thanksgiving this year, let’s
remember that we are in this together and the only
way we will get through these times safely is if
we work together and consider each other in our
decisions. And as we approach the holiday season, I
hope you all remain healthy and safe!

HAPPY THANKSGIVING

John DeMauro
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PVACF SPORTS

®

November:
FISHING

The ReWalk ExoskeletonSuited for Your Mission

BOCCIA:

November Classic

When: Thursday November 19th @ 2pm

Where and when to be determined

Where: PVACF Office

	Contact: Christopher Carver
(Extremedriver01@gmail.com or 386-589-0297)
BOCCIA:

2711 S Design Ct., Sanford, FL 32773
 ontact: PVACF Office (407-328-7041 or
C
office@pvacf.org)
***Face Masks and Social Distancing Required

When: Thursday November 5th @2pm
Where: PVACF Office
2711 S Design Ct., Sanford, FL 32773

When: Saturday November 28TH @ 10am

 ontact: PVACF Office (407-328-7041 or
C
office@pvacf.org)

Where: West Orange Trail

***Face Masks and Social Distancing Required
HAND CYCLING
When: Saturday November 14th @ 10am

Retired Army Sergeant
Terry Vereline crosses
the finish line of the
2019 New York City
Marathon after
walking 26.2 miles in
her ReWalk Exoskeleton.
She received this device
in 2014 and has used it
to take nearly 1,000,000
steps in the past
five years.

Did You Know That
Paralyzed US Veterans
May be Eligible For a
ReWalk Exoskeleton?
Contact ReWalk for
More Information
rewalk.com/contact
or 508.251.1154 Option 2
14 PVACF.ORG

What is Your Mission?
Whether your goals include experiencing the
proven health-related benefits of exoskeleton
assisted walking, standing to hug a loved one
or completing an entire marathon, ReWalk
can you help you achieve them.
ReWalk Robotics
200 Donald Lynch Boulevard,
Marlborough, MA 01752

HAND CYCLING

Where: Seminole Wekiva trail
8515 Markham Rd., Lake Mary, FL 32746
 ontact: Sean Gibbs (TEXT: 407-680-4854 or
C
SGibbs8885@gmail.com)
***Please contact Sean 24 hours before practice to confirm
attendance
***Please feel free to bring friends and family members. This
is a No-Drop ride at ANY PACE and ANY DISTANCE. But YOU
are responsible for getting in and out of your own hand cycle.
NON-PVACF riders are welcome and NON-HAND CYCLE riders
are welcome.*** The chapter now has loaner hand cycles. If
you are interested in trying hand cycling, but don’t have a hand
cycle, please contact me a week before a practice so we can
see if our loaners would fit your needs.

501 Crown Point Cross Rd,
Winter Garden, FL  34787, United States
Contact: Sean Gibbs (TEXT: 407-680-4854 or
SGibbs8885@gmail.com)
***Please contact Sean 24 hours before practice to
confirm attendance
***Please feel free to bring friends and family
members. This is a No-Drop ride at ANY PACE and ANY
DISTANCE. But YOU are responsible for getting in and
out of your own hand cycle. NON-PVACF riders are
welcome and NON-HAND CYCLE riders are welcome.
***The chapter now has loaner hand cycles. If you are
interested in trying hand cycling, but don’t have a hand
cycle, please contact me a week before a practice so
we can see if our loaners would fit your needs.
Contacts;
Sean Gibbs, SGibbs8885@gmail.com
Roger Sack, RogerS@PVACF.org

AIR RIFLE: By Appointment Only
When: Wednesday November 18th @ 10a-12p, 1p-3p or
3p-5p

Tim Wolfe, TimW@PVACF.org
PVA, Office@PVACF.org (407) 328-7041
https://www.facebook.com/pvacf/

Where: PVACF Office
2711 S Design Ct., Sanford, FL 32773

Sean Gibbs

Contact: Roger Sack, RogerS@PVACF.org		
***Face Masks and Social Distancing Required

www.rewalk.com
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2009 GMC Savana Van 1500 $20,000 OBO 109,500 Miles
Sherrod Conversion, Van Gator 2 Wheelchair Lift, MPS Hand Controls, 6 Way Swivel Drivers
Seat, Spinner Knob, Etc.
Maintained by World of Independence
All Paper Work From Window Sticker On.`
Well Maintained, Excellent Condition
Contact: briant@pvacf.org  
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We Would Like to Help!

THE PVACF COVID-19 EMERGENCY GRANT
Overview
The purpose of this program is to support our
membership during their time of need as they live
their lives through the 2020 COVID-19 Pandemic.
Grant Detail
This grant will be provided to individual chapter
members negatively affected by the COVID-19
Pandemic for up to $500. The grant may be
applied to those chapter members needing
assistance financially in the areas of food, housing,
health care and basic living expenses. Chapter
members are only encourage to apply for this
grant if they can demonstrate a need.
Eligibility

Proof of need (past due notice for utility bill,
past due notice for rent or mortgage payment,
statement of need for food or health care).
Description of how you and/or your family
have been negatively affected by the COVID-19
Pandemic.
Distribution Process
Funds will be distributed directly to vendor. For
food, gift cards will be provided from the vendor
of the chapter member’s choice.
Grant Oversight
A COVID-19 Emergency Grant Funding
Committee, made up of the Chapter President,
Treasurer and Executive Director, will review
all grant requests and will with sole discretion
and authority approve, deny or modify any grant
request, in whole or in part, for any reason they
deem necessary. All decisions made by the
committee will be final and will not be subject to
appeal.

All chapter members in good standing and not
having previously received this grant are eligible.
Eligible chapter members should consider
applying for this grant if they clearly and without
question need financial assistance. Doing so will
ensure that the available funds will be available for
those chapter members with the greatest hardships Disbursement of Funds
during the COVID-19 Pandemic.
Upon approval, the Executive Director will
Grant Requirements
notify the member of the committee’s decision
via phone and will verify method of payment
Proof of chapter membership (this will be
of the grant. Under no circumstances will any
confirmed by office staff via the PVA Portal)
funds be distributed or released in advance of or
Proof of membership in good standing (which for
without the COVID-19 Emergency Grant Funding
the purposes of this grant will be based upon the
Committee’s approval.
member not being on membership probation or
having any outstanding debt to the chapter.
The chapter must have current contact information
on the member. Address, phone number, email
address.
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All-In Construction is a locally owned and operated General Contractor that
specializes in residential remodeling. We are focused on our veteran and
disabled communities to help renovate their homes in a way that works best
to suit their needs.
License CGC 1516577 | VA Contractor No. 09995
www.allinconstruction.com | 407-260-0018 | 275 Hunt Park Cove Longwood, FL 32750
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