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Paralyzed Veterans of America Central Florida, is a congressionally chartered  
veteran’s service organization that provides a platform of advocacy, education 
and research, communication, adaptive sports and recreation for veterans
paralyzed as a result of spinal cord injury or dysfunction, in an effort to afford 
them with the highest quality of healthcare and life experiences.
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Chapter President
Steve Kirk

S t e v e  K i r k

Paralyzed veterans and their families who suffer demonstrable losses after a natural disaster 
can file for financial assistance through PVA's Disaster Relief Fund. The fund offers a grant of 
up to $1500 to any veteran or veteran's family and was established to give recovering families a 
jumpstart toward the road to recovery, whether that means replacing lost food and clothing, 
repairing a damaged roof, or restoring a flooded basement back to livable conditions. 

To assist requesters in the distribution of relief funds, they must comply with the following 
accountability procedures: 

1. Funds will only be provided to PVA members.

2. A maximum of $1,500 per individual or family will be granted. Each application must be
evaluated for need. Maximum disbursements will not be made in all cases. 

3. Funds may be used for transportation, temporary shelter, food, modifications for 
accessibility, prosthetic appliances, and medical supplies. The funds will not be provided if 
other assistance has been provided to pay for the items in the request (insurance, FEMA, 
etc.). Funds will also not be approved to cleanup, fix, or replace damages not related to the 
veteran’s primary dwelling. 

Applications can be received by the PVA Chapter or the National Service Office. 
Once an application is received it is to be reviewed by the Chapter President or designee, and 
the National Service Officer. All applications require the approval of the Chapter President or 
designee, and the National Service Officer (NSO). 

After approval from the Chapter and National Service Office the application is to be faxed to the 
Associate Executive Director of the Veterans Benefits Department for final approval. (Include all 
estimates and receipts). Disbursements exceeding $1,000 must have verification that the 
assistance requested is valid. (Inspection by PVA, etc.) 

In cases where the NSO and chapter disagree regarding approval, or either is not available the 
application will be faxed to the attention of the Associate Executive Director of the Veterans 
Benefits Department for final decision. 

All original documentation will be forwarded to the AED of Veterans Benefits for accounting and 
review purposes. Copies of applications are to be maintained in the PVA Chapter offices. 
A copy of the Disaster Relief Fund Application follows: 

If you need assistance with submitting a request for assistance please contact our Executive 
Director John DeMauro at johnd@pvacf.org. 
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Florida homeowners and renters in counties who had uninsured damage or losses caused by Hurricane Milton 
may be eligible for FEMA disaster assistance.  

Currently eligible counties: Brevard, Charlotte, Citrus, Clay, Collier, DeSoto, Duval, Flagler, Glades, 
Hardee, Hendry, Hernando, Highlands, Hillsborough, Indian River, Lake, Lee, Manatee, Marion, Martin, 
Okeechobee, Orange, Osceola, Palm Beach, Pasco, Pinellas, Polk, Putnam, Sarasota, Seminole, St. Johns, 
St. Lucie, Sumter, and Volusia.

Ways to Apply for Disaster Aid: 

FEMA Disaster Assistance 

Online: www.DisasterAssistance.gov

Call: 1-800-621-3362

When you apply, have the following information on hand: 

• The address of your damaged home or apartment

• Names of people living in your household

• A description of your disaster damages

• Insurance information

• Your Social Security Number

• A telephone number where you can be reached or left a message

• An address where you can get mail

• If you want your disaster assistance funds sent directly to your bank, provide FEMA your bank 
information

SBA Disaster Assistance Loans 

Online: www.SBA.gov/funding-programs/disaster-assistance

Call: 1-800-659-2955

Executive Director
John DeMauro

J o h n  D e M a u r o
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Florida’s Accessible Van and  
Mobility Equipment Dealer

Over 90 Locations Nationwide!  
Scan Here to Find the Store Closest to You.

13 Locations in Florida to Serve You:

• Clermont
• Daytona Beach
• Fort Lauderdale
• Fort Myers
• Fort Pierce
• Jacksonville
• Lake Worth

• Largo
• Miami
• Ocala
• Orlando
• Tallahassee
• Tampa 

8



Connect With What Matters

Certified Mobility Consultants Provide  
Comprehensive Needs Analysis

Scooter lifts, turning seats, and driving accessories

Being there makes a difference
It could be a simple trip to the mall, a ride to the movies or just a visit to 
friend’s home. The little things in life can make a big difference. It’s why 
MobilityWorks® has been helping veterans connect with who and what 
matters most since 1997. Veterans have unique needs so we treat each of 
them as individuals. First of all, we listen. Then, we work together to find 
the best solution.

MobilityWorks considers it a privilege to help our nation’s veterans. 
Every day we work with local VISNs and service organizations to make 
the process of securing accessible vehicles, lifts and driving equipment 
for veterans as easy as possible.

MobilityWorks has more than 90 locations across the country with  
the largest selection of accessible vehicles and adaptive solutions:

•  Converted minivans and full-size vans, and SUVs —  
Chrysler, Dodge, Ford, Honda and Toyota  

• Pre-owned accessible vehicles
•  The latest in adaptive technology including transfer and turning seats, 

scooter lifts and hand controls
•  Complete maintenance and service on adaptive driving equipment,  

lifts and conversions
• Daily, weekly and long term rental vans
• Financing options to fit your personal needs
• 24-hour roadside assistance with wheelchair transportation

MobilityWorks is committed to serving you. Contact us today so we can 
evaluate your needs and find a solution that best fits your lifestyle.

USA’s largest accessible van dealer!

For more information, call toll free 1-888-608-1659  
or visit www.mobilityworks.com
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Government Relations
Tim Wolfe

As reported last month, due to the VA’s shortfall with Fiscal Year’s 2024 budget, a temporary 
funding resolution to avoid a government shutdown is Congress’ #1 priority. Below is a 
summary of what has been going on, and the potential outlook for the near future.

o July 15th, VA informed congress they need an additional $15 billion To 
continue payments through the end of the FY.  Otherwise, roughly 7 million 
veterans and beneficiaries wouldn’t receive their checks by Oct 1st. VA said 
it also needs an additional $12 billion to provide medical care for FY2025. 
Bills have been introduced in both houses to provide the additional funding, 
including accountability provisions to figure out how we got here and to 
prevent it from happening again. PVA is urging a VSO press conference – 
Wednesday morning 10am at VFW headquarters – urging Congress to act 
quickly.  President Thomas will be speaking on behalf of PVA, focused on 
properly funding VA healthcare. Too many unanswered questions about the 
$12 billion for VHA care, so Congress probably won’t work on that issue 
until after the election. Congress will likely allow VA to use the money 
already allocated until they can approve the necessary additional funds.

o Continued Resolution – to keep government open, House introduced a 
6-month resolution at current year spending levels. It ignores VA’s request for 
additional VHA spending but would allow the department to use the existing 
funds to avoid shortfalls. Voting component would essentially cause it to be 
DOA.

o National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) bills – include provisions lifting 
65% cap, Justice for ALS bill, Richard Starr Act

T i m  W o l f e
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Annual 
Holiday  
Party 
Saturday, December 21, 2024 
11:00 am until 6:00 pm 
1501 International Parkway,  
Lake Mary, Florida,32746 

Hold the date for our Holiday, Volunteers, and Sponsors 
Celebration. Break out your holiday attire for pictures at our 
Tree and the photo booth. There will be lots of food, drinks, 
games, and our annual gift exchange. 

Come and enjoy our singing and gaming surprise this year. 

Please RSVP to Joanne 407 328-7041 by 12/1/2024 

 

PARALYZED VETERANS OF AMERICA CENTRAL FLORIDA CHAPTER 
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