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Paralyzed Veterans of America Central Florida, is a congressionally chartered  
veteran’s service organization that provides a platform of advocacy, education 
and research, communication, adaptive sports and recreation for veterans
paralyzed as a result of spinal cord injury or dysfunction, in an effort to afford 
them with the highest quality of healthcare and life experiences.
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Chapter President
Steve Kirk

PVA President, Robert Thomas, testified in front of the Joint Congressional Veterans
Affairs Committees. While in DC, I joined him and VP Anne Robinson to discuss more
detailed examples to the Senate Chairman (Moran of Kansas) and Ranking Member
(Blumenthal of Connecticut) of why we choose VA for our comprehensive healthcare
needs and the deteriorating healthcare and benefits being delivered from VA. PVA’s

Executive Committee and senior staff spent many hours in strategy sessions to
determine the most effective ways to articulate our many concerns with profound
announcements to cut 80,000 VA employees, funding supports for VA benefits and

challenges of laws which protect the rights of the disabled community at large.

KIPVA 
March 2025

CHRONICLES
January-March 2025

Tom WheatonNational Treasurer-
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Well, here we go again. Another season of dealing with those pesky flying things that get all over our vehicles and leave a 
purple stain on our grills and hoods. The love bug (Plecia nearctica), also known as the honeymoon fly and the double-headed 
bug, is not actually a bug at all. It is actually a species of march fly and more closely related to biting midges and mosquitoes. 
These nuisance pests are found in parts of Central America and the Southeast United States, especially along the Gulf Coast. 
I can tell you from experience, they are really bad when crossing over Lake Jessup, not far from the chapter office.

Love bugs are small, about 1/4″ in length with black bodies and red heads. While it is very rare to see them in larval form, 
adult love bugs are very recognizable as they are almost always seen as a pair, with the male and female joined tail to tail. 
So why are the love bugs stuck together? The answer is simple. They are mating. Adult females will emerge and live 3 to 4 
days, just long enough to mate before they die. Because of this, they must stick together at all time.

There are 2 major flights of love bugs during the year. The spring flight is usually from April to May (which in the case 
of Central Florida carries over to June) and the summer flight is from August to September. Each flight lasts about 5 weeks.

While love bugs can be extremely annoying, especially if you are driving in the southern states, they are not capable of 
biting or stinging and pose no health threats to humans or other animals. They are also not known to transmit any diseases. 
They do cause other problems, however. Love bugs are attracted to the gas that is emitted from automobiles and will 
often congregate in large numbers near highways. This causes them to be killed in large numbers on car hoods, grills, and 
windshields. If left for too long, dead love bugs can cause damage to car paint, obstruct windshields, and even clog radiator 
passages and grills, causing mechanical issues and engines to overheat. These pests also thrive in humid environments so 
they can be found in basements, attics, and storage rooms, and even on flowers or in flower beds with high moisture content. 
The good news is……….well there is no good news except that it is so hot and humid in Florida during many of those 
months that the love bugs are spending time together, we are staying indoors. Have an awesome June and remember that if 
the chapter can help with anything, just let us know. We are here for you.

Executive Director
John DeMauro

J o h n  D e M a u r o
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2025 GOLF TOURNAMENT



Venetian Bay Country Club



New Smyrna Beach



Thank y0u all for your support!



Roger D. Sack
VP/Sports Director

Our Golden Age Team will be sending 26 athletes to the games and they, once again will be competing 
in Air Rifle and Air Pistol.  Many medaled last year and should again this year.  Our chapter, through our 
Move United and VA Adaptive Sports partnerships have made this a very successful program for Veterans 
in our Central Florida Area.

Central Florida Chapter will be sending a team to the NVWG this year with Jimmy Green Coordinating 
the trip.  Shipping list information for your equipment (Chairs, balls, tables, etc.) that you would like to 
send to the games, needs to be emailed to Jimmy Green by the  end of the first week in June.  Equipment 
will be coordinated with the Lake Nona VA and will have to be collected and delivered to them approx. 
10-15 prior to the games.

We are working with a local veteran who would like to help our chapter our with Scuba Diving and 
Deep Sea Fishing.  He is working on setting up a Discover Scuba and a check dive for certified divers in 
the next 2 months.  This will begin after the NVWG. 

As the Warehouses rotate location of equipment, we will be opening up our Board room for recreational 
activities.  The Air Rifle and Archery, Boccia will move to our old warehouse.

This will take some time, but as we proceed, we would love to have your help in making all of this 
possible through your thoughts for layout, activities and transitioning of equipment.

R o g e r  S a c k

Where Miracles Happen Every Day
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Government Relations
Tim Wolfe

This is the second month that the ACGRD has switched gears and National leadership has started workshops for 
Advocacy visits with our representatives coming up next month. Training on PVA’s policy priorities will be on 
June 10th in Washington DC, then we hit the Capital to meet with our representatives/staffers on June 11th and 12th.

Materials for Training:

•	 All materials for Seminar training will be available electronically no later than May 23rd.

•	 All materials will be available on the online event guide/mobile app.

•	 Printed materials will not be available at Seminar.

Materials for Visits:

•	 Booklets for scheduled congressional visits will be distributed on June 10th. There will be a limited number 
of extra books.

•	 The booklet will be available as a PDF on the app and on the PVA website. Please share with congressional 
offices for which you are unable to schedule a visit.

The Independent Budget Recommendations for the Department of Veterans Affairs for FY 2026-2027 will be 
mentioned in PVA’s booklet and available as a PDF on the app and on independentbudget.org.
Specific talking points for PVA’s top priorities will be disseminated during Seminar training.
PVA’s 2025 Policy Priorities

•	 Protect VA’s Specialized Health Care Services

•	 Increase Access to Long-Term Services and Support for Veterans with SCI/D

•	 Improve Veterans’ Financial Security

•	 Enhance Access to Health Care Services for Veterans with SCI/D

•	 Defend the Freedoms of Veterans with Disabilities T i m  W o l f e
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Connect With What Matters

Certified Mobility Consultants Provide  
Comprehensive Needs Analysis

Scooter lifts, turning seats, and driving accessories

Being there makes a difference
It could be a simple trip to the mall, a ride to the movies or just a visit to 
friend’s home. The little things in life can make a big difference. It’s why 
MobilityWorks® has been helping veterans connect with who and what 
matters most since 1997. Veterans have unique needs so we treat each of 
them as individuals. First of all, we listen. Then, we work together to find 
the best solution.

MobilityWorks considers it a privilege to help our nation’s veterans. 
Every day we work with local VISNs and service organizations to make 
the process of securing accessible vehicles, lifts and driving equipment 
for veterans as easy as possible.

MobilityWorks has more than 90 locations across the country with  
the largest selection of accessible vehicles and adaptive solutions:

•  Converted minivans and full-size vans, and SUVs —  
Chrysler, Dodge, Ford, Honda and Toyota  

• Pre-owned accessible vehicles
•  The latest in adaptive technology including transfer and turning seats, 

scooter lifts and hand controls
•  Complete maintenance and service on adaptive driving equipment,  

lifts and conversions
• Daily, weekly and long term rental vans
• Financing options to fit your personal needs
• 24-hour roadside assistance with wheelchair transportation

MobilityWorks is committed to serving you. Contact us today so we can 
evaluate your needs and find a solution that best fits your lifestyle.

USA’s largest accessible van dealer!

For more information, call toll free 1-888-608-1659  
or visit www.mobilityworks.com
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Florida’s Accessible Van and  
Mobility Equipment Dealer

Over 90 Locations Nationwide!  
Scan Here to Find the Store Closest to You.

13 Locations in Florida to Serve You:

• Clermont
• Daytona Beach
• Fort Lauderdale
• Fort Myers
• Fort Pierce
• Jacksonville
• Lake Worth

• Largo
• Miami
• Ocala
• Orlando
• Tallahassee
• Tampa 
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