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Paralyzed Veterans of America Central Florida, is a congressionally chartered  
veteran’s service organization that provides a platform of advocacy, education 
and research, communication, adaptive sports and recreation for veterans
paralyzed as a result of spinal cord injury or dysfunction, in an effort to afford 
them with the highest quality of healthcare and life experiences.
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Chapter President
Steve Kirk

S t e v e  K i r k

ATTENTION
PVA CENTRAL FLORIDA WOMEN MEMBERS,

 CAREGIVERS AND STAFF

THE CHAPTER IS MAKING A CONCERTED EFFORT TO RALLY 
ITS FEMALE MEMBERS, CAREGIVERS AND STAFF TO COME 
TOGETHER FOR THE GOOD OF EACH OTHER AND THE 
CHAPTER. 

Board member Amy Paterson is working hard at contacting all of 
our chapter’s women membership, their female care givers and our 
female staff in order to bring everyone together to spend quality time 
together and have both fellowship and opportunity to discuss issues 
all are facing in their daily lives. 

You are cordially invited to attend a ZOOM chat on Wednesday March 
26, 2025 at 4pm to celebrate YOU! You will be getting together to 
discuss our chapter, future leadership/volunteer opportunities, and 
get to know one another!

Please RSVP to PVA Central FL board member Amy Patterson at 
asp7800@yahoo.com for the zoom link. See you soon!

5



6

23

PVACF.ORG9
10

Sept 2022 Newsletter FOR PRINTING.indd   9Sept 2022 Newsletter FOR PRINTING.indd   9 8/24/2022   12:35:59 PM8/24/2022   12:35:59 PM

8

PVACF.ORG9
10

Sept 2022 Newsletter FOR PRINTING.indd   9Sept 2022 Newsletter FOR PRINTING.indd   9 8/24/2022   12:35:59 PM8/24/2022   12:35:59 PM



March marks Women’s History Month, a time to honor the significant contributions of women throughout 
history. Among the many fields where women have made their mark is the US military, where they have served in 
various capacities, from combat roles to critical leadership positions. In the spirit of this celebration, it’s important 
to highlight the inspiring work of women within military organizations, particularly the Paralyzed Veterans of 
America (PVA). Women have served our country since its inception. During the Revolutionary War women served 
as spies, carrying messages and transporting contraband. Deborah Sampson disguised herself as a man to fight in 
a light infantry company. It was during the Civil War that Harriet Tubman led a unit of Black Union Soldiers in the 
Combahee Ferry Raid. Mary Walker also served in the Civil War. During World War I women served in non-combat 
roles to free up men for combat. And during World War II women served in the Women’s Army Corps, the Navy’s 
Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergency Service (WAVES), and other units. In May 1941 Rep. Edith Nourse 
Rogers of Massachusetts introduced a bill that would establish a women’s corps in the U.S. Army. Rogers foresaw 
that women might be needed in the army, and by introducing the bill she hoped to secure for women a salary and 
benefits comparable to those of male soldiers. The bill languished until Japan bombed Pearl Harbor on December 
7, 1941. It became law on May 15, 1942. The law that established the Women’s Auxiliary Army Corps (WAAC) 
gave its members, called WAACs, an official status and a salary but few of the benefits granted to male soldiers. In 
July 1943, after thousands of women had enlisted, the U.S. Army dropped the “auxiliary” designation, and from 
that time on members of the Women’s Army Corps received full U.S. Army benefits. Sixteen thousand women 
who had joined as WAACs were belatedly granted veterans’ benefits in 1980. After World War II the Women’s 
Armed Service Integration Act of 1948 signed into law by then President Harry S Truman, allowed women to 
serve permanently in the armed forces. Women first entered the military service academies in the 1970s. Women 
were only allowed to fly combat missions or serve on Navy combat ships in the 1990s, even though in 1978 Sally 
Ride flew into space as the first American women astronaut to do so. 2008, a female was promoted to the rank of 
four-star general by the U.S. Army. Throughout history women served in the military in many positions, including 
commanders, pilots, doctors, security forces, and maintainers. PVA, founded in 1946, is dedicated to advocating 
for the rights and needs of veterans with spinal cord injuries or diseases. While the organization has long been 
associated with veterans’ services, women have played a vital role in shaping the PVA’s efforts, from advocating 
for improved healthcare to driving initiatives for social and economic empowerment. Women veterans, particularly 
those who have suffered from debilitating spinal cord injuries or disease, have found a supportive community in 
the PVA. Through this organization, women can access vital resources and services tailored to their unique needs, 
from adaptive sports programs to medical care benefits. These programs not only focus on rehabilitation but also 
foster a sense of camaraderie and strength among women who have faced similar challenges. Women in PVA 
have also been at the forefront of advocacy work, ensuring that the voices of female veterans are heard in matters 
of policy, healthcare, and benefits. Their leadership within the organization serving in roles at PVA National, on 
the Anita Bloom committee, and at the individual chapter level, has been essential in pushing for legislation that 
addresses gender-specific needs, such as reproductive healthcare for women with disabilities and the provision 
of accessible environments for women veterans. The contributions of women within the PVA have reshaped the 
conversation around women in the military, emphasizing the importance of inclusion, support, and representation. 
As we reflect on the achievements of women this month, we honor the women who have served in the US military 
and those within organizations like Paralyzed Veterans of America, whose dedication continues to inspire future 
generations.

Amy Paterson (PVACF Board Member and member of the PVA Anita Bloom Committee) contributed to this 
article.

Executive Director
John DeMauro

J o h n  D e M a u r o
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Connect With What Matters

Certified Mobility Consultants Provide  
Comprehensive Needs Analysis

Scooter lifts, turning seats, and driving accessories

Being there makes a difference
It could be a simple trip to the mall, a ride to the movies or just a visit to 
friend’s home. The little things in life can make a big difference. It’s why 
MobilityWorks® has been helping veterans connect with who and what 
matters most since 1997. Veterans have unique needs so we treat each of 
them as individuals. First of all, we listen. Then, we work together to find 
the best solution.

MobilityWorks considers it a privilege to help our nation’s veterans. 
Every day we work with local VISNs and service organizations to make 
the process of securing accessible vehicles, lifts and driving equipment 
for veterans as easy as possible.

MobilityWorks has more than 90 locations across the country with  
the largest selection of accessible vehicles and adaptive solutions:

•  Converted minivans and full-size vans, and SUVs —  
Chrysler, Dodge, Ford, Honda and Toyota  

• Pre-owned accessible vehicles
•  The latest in adaptive technology including transfer and turning seats, 

scooter lifts and hand controls
•  Complete maintenance and service on adaptive driving equipment,  

lifts and conversions
• Daily, weekly and long term rental vans
• Financing options to fit your personal needs
• 24-hour roadside assistance with wheelchair transportation

MobilityWorks is committed to serving you. Contact us today so we can 
evaluate your needs and find a solution that best fits your lifestyle.

USA’s largest accessible van dealer!

For more information, call toll free 1-888-608-1659  
or visit www.mobilityworks.com
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Florida’s Accessible Van and  
Mobility Equipment Dealer

Over 90 Locations Nationwide!  
Scan Here to Find the Store Closest to You.

13 Locations in Florida to Serve You:

• Clermont
• Daytona Beach
• Fort Lauderdale
• Fort Myers
• Fort Pierce
• Jacksonville
• Lake Worth

• Largo
• Miami
• Ocala
• Orlando
• Tallahassee
• Tampa 
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Roger D. Sack
VP/Sports Director

February 8th and 9th the chapter  hosted the National PVA Air Rifle/Air Pistol 
Clinic at our location in Sanford.

We had 10 people participate in the Clinic portion and compete in a 40 shot Air 
Rifle and Air Pistol Match.  Athletes came from Puerto Rico, Tampa and Central 
Florida.  It was a great event for a small number of athletes, which got a lot of 
training and one on one time with instructors.  We are talking about doing this 
again in 2026, along with possibly Boccia and/or Trap Shooting.

The Paralyzed Veterans of America/USA Boccia Regional event is being held  
Feb 28-Mar 2nd

Officials Training is on Feb 28th and observed officiating on Mar 1-2.

Two of our chapter members are going to the Winter Sports Clinic this year in 
April.

The VA/PVACF Air Rifle  will begin in March.  The first and third Mondays from 
10a-12p and 1p-4p. Shooters must sign up for a slot to participate. To sign up, call 
the office and let Joanne know when you want to participate. 

We will be competing online with Hillsborough County, Move United and other 
PVA Chapters each month.  To know more information, please email Roger Sack 
at rogers@pvacf.org.

Boccia, Bowling, Field, Archery training dates will be posted on www.pvacf.org 
in the next 2 weeks.

Registration is open for the National Veterans Wheelchair Games. Contact Jimmy 
Green at meangreen32@gmail.com. Please see the Sports policies and Procedures 
on the chapter webpage for information regarding the chapter’s policies for 
participatiore information.on. 

To find out information about National events go to www.pva.org and click on 
veterans services and then sports & recreation.

R o g e r  S a c k
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PVACF Above and Beyond
By Jimmy Green

     This story is about a PVACF board member who is going above and beyond for his fellow disabled veterans. 
To tell this story, I must start from the beginning. 

     Two years ago, Eddie Hawks and about seven other veterans were on a bus heading back to our hotel. We started 
talking about a subject that we are taught to avoid in public… money. Everyone on the bus was a PVA member 
so we felt comfortable in our conversation. When Eddie heard that two of us, in his opinion, were receiving less 
compensation than our recorded diagnosis should bring, he told us both if we filed a claim he would help with the 
process, as he had been doing research for his own claims and had obtained knowledge on the subject. 

     To say the least, both of us were skeptical but figured it was worth a shot. Eddie did 100% of the work for the 
other veteran and six months later, that veteran received life-changing news about his VA comp. I had the help of 
my PVA-NSO along with Eddie’s knowledge but suffered two denials at the end of a year dealing with the VA. 
I was ready to give up, but Eddie wouldn’t have it. He encouraged me to file an appeal. I asked my NSO to do 
just that and four months later, I’m thrilled to say, I received the same life-changing news that my fellow veteran 
received almost a year earlier. 

     I’m telling this story, not to brag, but to make my brothers and sisters of PVA aware of what we can do for 
each other. Get involved with your chapter. There is no better way to learn about your disabilities than to have 
conversations with others living the same life. On top of that, you could make a lifelong friend who changes your 
life in multiple ways. 

     I will close with a heartfelt thank you to my friend, Eddie Hawks for his knowledge, encouragement and, most 
of all, his friendship. 
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April 2025 Walk for MS

The PVA Central FL Chapter has a registered 
team. PVA Member Sharona Young is the team 

captain. Here is the link for registration 
or to donate:

https://events.nationalmssociety.org/team/pvacfl

Walk MS
Date & Location:

Saturday, April 12, 2025
Blue Jacket Park

2501 General Rees Ave
Orlando, FL 32814

WALK Routes
All routes are accessible, and mobility devices

are welcome.

Schedule
Site Opens: 8:00 am

Ceremony Starts: 8:45 am
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Paralyzed Veterans of America Central Florida 

11th Annual 
Jerry Dugan Memorial Charity Golf Tournament 

The Club at Vene@an Bay 
New Smyrna Beach, Florida 

 

S a v e  T h e  D a t e 
April 26, 2025 

Registration 7:30 AM Shot Gun Start 9:00 AM 

Registration: $175.00 per golfer (Veterans $150) Foursomes: $600  

Cart & Green Fee, Range Balls, unlimited beer, soda and water during play  

Goody Bag and Special Gift for each player. Hole in One Prizes on all par 3s. 

TROPHIES for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place teams. PRIZES for closest to the pin and closest to the center-line. 

RAFFLE         SILENT AUCTION 

Send check to: PVACF 2711 South Design Court Sanford, FL 32773 or register online at pvacf.org  
For more information call 407-328-7041 or email joannep@pvacf.org

16



2025 Sponsors Registration
Name of Organization: ______________________________________________ Sponsorship Level__________________ 

Presenting Sponsor ($20,000): 6 Foursomes (24 Golfers), Full Recognition at Event and Luncheon, Table at PVACF’s 
Holiday Banquet (8 people), a full-page ad in PVACF Chapter Newsletter for 1 year (12 issues), recognition on the PVACF 
website and all PVACF digital media pages as a major donor, sponsor table, 2 chairs, tent and sign at hole, banner and flags 
at registration. 

Pearl ($10,000): Includes 4 foursomes (16 golfers), Event Recognition, Invitation to PVACF’s Holiday Banquet for 4, a full-
page ad in PVACF Chapter Newsletter for 1 year (12 issues), recognition on the PVACF website and all PVACF digital media 
pages as a major donor, sponsor table, 2 chairs, tent and sign at hole, banner and flags at registration. 

Diamond ($5000): Includes 2 foursomes (8 golfers), a full-page ad in PVACF Chapter Newsletter for 1 year (12 issues), 
recognition on the PVACF website and all PVACF digital media pages as a major donor, sponsor table, 2 chairs, tent and sign 
at hole, banner at registration. 

Platinum ($4,000): Includes 2 foursomes (8 golfers), 1/2 page ad in PVACF Chapter Newsletter for 1 year (12 issues) 
recognition on the PVACF website and all PVACF digital media pages as a major donor, sponsor table, 2 chairs, tent and sign 
at hole, banner at registration. 

Drink Cart Sponsor ($4,000.00):  Includes 2 foursomes (8 golfers), 1/2 page ad in PVACF Chapter Newsletter for 1 year (12 
issues), recognition at event, recognition on the PVACF website, sign at hole and signage on 2 drink carts.  

Gold ($2,500): Includes 2 foursomes (8 golfers), 1/4 page ad in PVACF Chapter Newsletter for 1 year (12 issues), recognition 
on the PVACF website and all PVACF digital media pages as a major donor, sponsor table, 2 chairs, tent and sign at hole, 
banner at registration. 

Silver ($1,200): Includes 1 foursome (4 golfers), recognition at event, sponsor table and in Chapter Newsletter, 2 chairs, tent 
and sign at hole. 

Bronze ($500) Recognition at event and in Chapter Newsletter, sponsor table, 2 chairs, tent and sign at hole.

Hole Sponsor with Table ($300): Table, two chairs, tent at hole (sponsor can distribute promotional material). 

Hole Sponsor ($200): Sponsor sign at hole 

Food Sponsor ($4,000) Includes 2 foursomes, recognition at event, ½ page in PVACF Chapter Newsletter, recognition on the 
PVACF website, sponsor table and sign at hole and signage on 2 drink carts.  (8 golfers)
     Sponsor registration must be received by April 1, 2025 in order to receive recognition at the event

Player:  __________________________________________________  Phone: __________________________

Address: ________________________________________________  Email:   __________________________   
 

Player:  __________________________________________________  Phone: __________________________

Address: ________________________________________________  Email:   __________________________   
 

Player:  __________________________________________________  Phone: __________________________

Address: ________________________________________________  Email:   __________________________   
 

Player:  __________________________________________________  Phone: __________________________

Address: ________________________________________________  Email:   __________________________   

 
Check# ______________ Amount $ _____________ Credit Card Type: _________________________________
Card # ____________________________________ Exp. Date ______________ V-Code ___________ Zip code __________________        

Signature_____________________________________________________________________________________________________
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